Brief Building History of 503 Middlesex Avenue, Metichen
(Block 117, Lots 64 and 6p
Current Metuchen Fire Department building

Theonestory buildingat 503 Middlesex Avenue in Metuchedew Jerseyvascompletedn
1914by T. M. Barr for John C. Bowerso fiMetuchen
currently serves as the headquarters for the Metuchen Fire Department.

Mr. Bowershad a ealier location for hisMetuchenbusiness ira concretegaragenearby,

which, acording to editions oforseless Ageheopenedowards the end of 1909. The
constructiorof thebuilding at 503 Middlesex Avenueasto expansiorhis businessrom his
smallerlocationon Highland Avenue near Main Street.1814 issue oHorseless Agand local
news reportsotethat therevere objectiost o t he est abl i shment of Mr.
new location, and that some property owers filed objections whickveduallybeenoverruled
by the court. This move to Middlesex Avenue may halsobeen linked to a das to be
located on newly designated Lincoln Highway (established 1948jned in honor of President
Lincoln, this was thdirst transcontinental aomobile road anduns through Metuchen as
Middlesex Avenue, Rate 27, and the Lincoln Highway. It wdesgnated as a route from
Times Square in New York City to Californiandwasintended for pleasure touringhs a

result, manyoadside businesses were constructed along its doutgg these early yeairs
support of its many anticipated travelers.

Theoriginal 50by 10®building wasconstructedetweernSeptembefl913 and March 1914
delayeddueto the local opposition to a garage being located in a re@atlartghlorhood. An
addition that took place between 1914 and 1920 doubled the sizestrfutteireand resulted in
the twin gales of stepped parapetlong the frontacade

The buildingat 503 Middlesex Avenukrst appears on Sanborn Fire Insurance nudps

Metuchenin 1920; the earlier edition in 1910 shows the property as undeveloped and adjacent to
the Washington Hose CompaRire House (earlier historic maps of Metucherm asow the site

as undeveloped)Details included on the 1920 map indectitat the buildingwhich appears in

its current configurationf two sections each with a front gable ro@és constructed of hollow

tile with nine skylights/roof vents, steam healectric light, and had the capacity for 50 cars.

Also noted ardour 500 gallon gasoline tanks buriedthe roadwaylong the front elevation

City directories of Maichen list Mr. Bowers as operating a garage in this location through at

least 1940. By 1949, as shown on the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for that year, the building
was in use as a municipal garadfithin at least the next year or tywhe building alsdegan to

be used by the Bor ou gdgle sook andbLadder Coenpaasol thep a ni e s,
Washington Hose CompanyBoth of these volunteer fire companies had been established many
years earlier,882and1897, respectively) and were housed in drfiathouseghey had

constructed for their companies (iB85and1905 also respectively).

In 1953, the Metuchen Borough Council, under the leadership of Mayor Joseph Costa, voted to
renovate the old garage for use bytilue fire companies The plan, drafted by Pierson and
MacWilliams, Architects, includedneentirely newfront facade, additinal floor space, a

recreation room, showers, and refinished walls and ceiling.
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The local newspapethe Metuchen Recordedocumented &ir amount of opposition to the

plan to renovatéheold borough garag#or this purpose Opponents indicated thidite estimates

for the workcontinued to grovandthatthe condition of the existing structure was in veopr

condition During a Borough Council meeting April 1953 one r esi dent call ec
l'ittle bit of Maydr@ogacaunteral thattha$4&00@ exderadituce was cost
effective and the best thing for the department, and that remodeling of the building would also

el iminate the fieyesoreo t haldsttah e do lthds avdria Mavdhee nh
i s do hhave abudding we can be proudichnd one that should | ast
Opposition to the plarbasedon theassertion that the existing building would only need

additional costly repairs as time went continued to be voiced as well as theoramendation

that an entirely new facility located elsewhere in the boraigiuld be constructed

However, thecouncildid pasgshe measurand t seems like there were several factors leading

into the decision at the timencludingdevelopment pressures includingjor commercial

changes along Main Street, Menlo Park mall being planned nearbyegnelxpensive school
expansions. Thiecal papers weralsofull of concerns about the volume céfiiic and

pedestrian conditions, and it seems thazens and council were dealing with a great nunatber
changes irand aroundhe borough. Within the next couple of months, however, the council

itself underwent a great changesaseralfrom theoppasing political party were electetd

office. One of the most vocal opponents of the renovation, Karl E. Metzger, was elected Mayor.
By this time, however, the renovation had been completed.

While changes to the interior haetearlytaken place, thex¢erior footprint of building is nearly
the same as it was upon the completion of the renovation in X8®8ever, its facade is heavily
altered and very few, if any, original architectural features remain from its construction as an
automobile garagalong the Lincoln Highway The original rusticated stone front facade, with
its twin stepped parapets, waignificantly alteredas part of the 1953 renovation, and all the
front bays wer@eworkedto accommodate fire engines. A quick inspection of theiortshows
that little or no original historic features remain inside.

The following pages maps, photos, and images g@vmm&rily from the archives of the
MetucherEdison Historical Society.
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March,1914article from a New Brunswicknewspaper
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METUCHEN|

NEWS AND NOTES

o

SS METUCHEN, March 28.—Thanks
to the united efforts of Thomas Barr,
owner, and J. C. Bowers, manager,
Ithe Metuchen Automobile and Garage
b |Co. is the proud possessor of a large,

roomy, light and beautiful new mod-
Vo- lern garage on Middlesex avenue near
Main street.

Owing to the cramped conditions
in its old garage on Highland avenue
the company last summer decided to
erect a new building more suited to
jn\( needs of a growing business, with
Iplenty of room for the storing and
repairing and washing of the cars
|of many Metuchen owners and that
of transient cars which bring visitors
_ |to the Boroivgh

|

 |Metuchen Is Proud
" Of Its New Garage

interesting facts. As one enters the
large roiling door on Middlesex ave-
nue he sees two handsomely finished
rooms, one on each side, used re-!
pectively for office and show rooms. Th
There aro thirty windows at regu-
lar intervals around the sides lnd {
three large skylights in the rool
which make a fine bright place by
day, while countless hanging elec-
tric lights do the same by night. | |
The heating, which was lnllnlle(h
by one of the local concerns, H. A. | ]
Rumler Co., i8 an overhead steam- |
system. A large boliler is situated in
the rear of the building which sup-
plles steam to the radiators hanging Ger
from the trusses about the building. | ¢ye

5 in ‘
well |

1 Chy
| 8
row
nig
ple’
|
A
Har
| mor
| “Ga

METUCHEN'S NEW GARAGE, l ther
s

r Chas. B. Carman, C. E., was glwn
itel [the contract to design and construct
|the new garage and work was begun
(late in September. Some of the
|property owners on Middlesex ave-
ms 'nue, however, objected to having a

|garage so near their homes so they
1" made a little trouble through the
\an (courts compeiling work to be
g |stopped. The objections were over-

‘come and in December building oper-
len atlons were resumed and an extra

{force of men put to work to hustle
1ts through the building's completion,
on | Which was accomplished March 1st.
ion | The Metuchen Automobile and Ga-

usu

Over 5 tons of radiators were In-,mo

stalled in the system. I"vice

Although the building s qulte‘“,,r
large (50 ft. by 100 ft.) there isn't | Mg
one pillar or post to be in the way | The
in the whole construction. Extra |Joh
heavy joists and trusses were used  Joh

in the building of the roof and En-

gineer Carman says that it is cap- '"
able of holding four times as much m':

snow as it will ever be possible to get i/
on it. In the recent snow storm it | jay
was put to a severe test and came O
through without a tremor. sery

There is, in the new garage, space | mat
for storing over thirty cars, and

Its Tage Co. soon after moved In and it|what with the three repair pits, the A

son 18 now doing a much larger business |shop in the rear, a modern car wash- |

lon |than was even anticipated.

ins | A visit to the fine new example of
ole ;engineering and building skill of
m,,.}whlrh Metuchen is justly proud to

I

mer

ing ppparatus, a triple light, nnd f

Red
|countless other conveniences, there|ing
is every modern facility for the car- | tee
ing of any kind of an automobile | mu

|have within itz limits reveals some |proposition. ore
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Detal, March,1914article from a New Brunswicknewspaper

1914 Edition ® AmericanMachinist

aEgv St LVAR, IMIVTEE ILUITaE
will  obtained a permit to establish a garage
pair  and repair shop at 014-5016 Florissant

for avenue

Hon Metachen, N, J—-Work on the Public
ac- Garage for Thomas M. Barr, which was
lled stopped by the court after certain prop-

erty owners had filed objections to its
ank erection, has been resumed, the court
lies having ruled in favor of Mr.
I of When completed the building will oe¢-
wwal  cupied by the Mectuchen Automobile &
and Garage Co. of which John C. Bowers is

in-  proprictor,

| be Amsterdam, N, Y. Walter J. Mnniau_:.
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Photograph on file in the archives of the Metuclstison Historical Society of
the Washingto Hose Company, datd@21. Note the signage, facade, and
sidewalls of the building in the left side of the image.
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SO PO 1929 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (excerf
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thebuilding at 503 Middlesex Avenue is in the background behind the ladder truck.
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1949 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (excer
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Metuchen RecordeAprll 16 1953
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Metuchen RecordeMay 7, 1953
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MetuchenRecordey May 1953

Continued on next page
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Metuchen RecordeMay 21, 1953
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Mebnchen Becorder

Serving Metuchen And Raritan Township
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Photographs shared with the Metucligtison Historical Society. Undated, but appear to show
themunicipal garage being renoedtinto the Metuchen Fire House, therefore ca. 1953
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November 5, 19581etuchen Recorder

Photograph on file in thBletuchen Fire Department archives showing the November 7, 1953
festivities inside the newly renovated building.
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