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Bro. James Dolphos Elder, Jr. was born July 30, 1903 in Memphis Tennessee O
Minnie Florence and James Dolphos Elder, Sr. He has one sister, Mrs. Emma Matthews.

In 1924, along with his mother and sister, Bro. Elder moved to New York. He
attended Elementary School in Hempstead, Long Island and went on to graduate from the
High School located there. He attended City College in New York City where he spent
two years studying a Pre~Law Coursé. After four years of attending Brooklyn Law School
. Bro. Elder received his Bachelor of Law Degree. -

On June 4, 1931, Bro. Elder and Viola Taylor were joined together in Holy Matri-
mony. God has blessed them with two children, Janet and Eric, six Grandchildren, and
two Great Grandchildren. il :

Bro. and Sis. Elder in their desire to move to the suburbs, purchased a half-acre
of ground in what was then known as Potters Crossing. They then purchased a cabin from
a local resident, had it moved to their lot and moved into it on May 11, 1935. Bro.
‘Elder found it convenient to commute from Rahway to Pennsylvania Station in New York
City about ome block from. the General Post 0ffice where he was an employee.

It was in 1935 that Bro. Elder became a member of Mt. Zion U.F.W. Baptist Church.
He served on the Trustee Board for many years and was appointed the Chairman of the
Board.

It was soon realized that in Potters Crossing, because of its fine location and
excellent possibilities, steps had to be taken to make it a better place in which to
iive. Bro. Elder, as sort of a dreamer, organized the Potters Civic Improvement Club,
Inc. Through the efforts of the Club, the name of the community was changed to North
Edison.

The North Edison Civic Improvement Club, Inc. received full support from our Mayor
Anthony M. Yelencsis and the Township Council. An Urban Renewal Program was begun and
the Mayor appointed Mr. Elder as one of the Commissioners of the newly created Housing
Authority of the Township of Edison. Many problems arose along unfortunate lines. The
program developed and the problems were solvad in a highly satisfactory manner, as can
be plainly seen on inspection of the entire area.

The bus route extension was obtained through the efforts of the North Edison Civic
Improvement Club, Ine. It is now the fervent desire of the residents of the community
that said route will be reestablished because it is wvital to its rebirth.

Our new Church was dedicated to the purpose for which it was built, at the ground-
breaking ceremony in January, 1967. The Mayor attended the affair along with our Pastor
Bishop Anderson Adams, Bro. Elder, Chairman of the Church Board of Trustees and many
others. Our Church is located on grounds selected by Bishop Adams and Board Chairman
Elder.
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Bro. Elder, Bishop Adams and Mayor Yelencsis

Ground breaking Ceremony - Janudry, 1967
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JAMES D. ELDER, Chairman Board of Trustees

Mt. Zion UF.W. Baptist Church, Edison
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8 ~Organizer and FIRST President of North Edison Civic Improvement Club. Ine.
Ec} Commissioner, Housing Authority — Township of Edison
g 5o Commissioner Elder has devoted many years of Faithful service to the
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community in striving to make it a hetter place in which to live.

Boro Motors, Inc.

FORD
ANTHONY M. YELENCSICS, PRES.

METUCHEN

VD

B T o o % O o o, oy O U, 03 0 o ooy ooy i T PN EX ER ER LS LR S




NEW JERSEY S?ATE LEAGUE
O0F MUNICIPAL!HE - 1953
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Coneplinienity

HOUSING AUTHORITY

Township of Edison, Edison, N. J.

OFFICERS
WILLIAM A. SEAMAN, Exccutive Director

WILLARD DUNHAM, Chairman . WALTER DOLL, Vice Chairinan

4

COMBMISSIONERS

JAMES D. ELDER WILLTAM E. LAMBERT

THE REV. J. H. MARTIN STEVEN MASLEY

WE DELIVER Phone: FU 8-2575
COLONIA HARDWARE CENTER
fohn Trimarco. Prop,

Inman and Amherst Avenues Colonia, New Jersey
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Phone: 381-9886 or 381-0851
OAK RIDGE SWEET SHOP
LUNCHEONETTE & DELICATESSEN

f1

624 InmamAvenue : Colonia, N. J. 07067
.. SO S T e R

Compliments of . .

MR. CHARLES KELLY TURNER
CLARK, NEW JERSEY
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Compliments of

THE LAKE CONFECTIONERY
427 lake Avenue Colonia, N. J.
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James and Viola were deeply devoted to each other,
family and friends

£

WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER

PAST — PRESENT — FUTURE
FAMILY




CHILDREN
Eric Sr. — Wife Cheryl
Janet — Husband Joseph
GRANDCHILDREN
Eric Jr. — Wife Sheila
Sheila — Husband Jerome
Jamarla — Husband Kareem
Troy — Wife Rahsona
Sharon — Husband Mike
Derrick — Wife LaToya
Lamont Tias
GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN
Rasheeda, Ameenah, Al-Amin, Ar-Rasheed, J ameelah, Shakeena, Imani, Keith, Amanda
Rosalind, Rachel, Deja, Latisha, Justin, Amari, Lawrence, Elshazzab, Lamirrah, Keilan
Tysheem, Nia, *Shayla
*Shayla has the same birthday as her great-grandfather — July 50"

(Grandparents Janet (Joseph) — Parents J amarla (Kareem)

GREAT-GREAT GRANDCHILDREN

Nyh-era, Zey-hon, Avia, Mirriah, Alyse, Taleah, Preston, Zayir

Nephew - Joseph - Wife Gladia
Niece — Shirley Ann - Husband Franklin

Great Nephew - Josep







