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They immediately became active members of Mt. Zion Baptist Church where James
served on the Board of Trustees and later was elected Chairman.

James and Viola loved the country atmosphere of Potters Crossing after moving from
New York, but James knew improvements had to be made to improve the quality of life
for his family and friends. James was always the type of person who made friends easily.
As stated in the Hempstead High School Yearbook: he always has a cheerful smile. He
and my mother made others feel welcome because of their natural personalities.

James organized the Potters Civic Improvement Club, Inc. and through the efforts of the
Club the name of the community was changed to North Edison. The North Edison Civic
Improvement Club, Inc. received full support from Edison Mayor Anthony Yelencsis and
the Township Council. An Urban Renewal Program was started and the Mayor
appointed James Elder as one of the Commissioners of the newly created Housing
Authority of the Township of Edison. Improvements started to happen. Before the Civic
Improvement Club was organized there was no public service bus transportation to and
from North Edison. My Father, along with the club members, had the bus route extended
to include North Edison. A new Mt. Zion Baptist Church was built on grounds selected
by James Elder and Bishop Anderson Adams, Pastor of Mt. Zion. An appreciation dinner
was held by members of Mt. Zion Baptist Church December 1981 for James. What he
wanted to obtain through the committee was to have better housing that could be afforded
by the residents of North Edison. Many problems and disagreements arose but the
program developed and the problems were resolved.

Whenever James had leisure time, he would play the piano, listen to music from the big
band era or read books. Reading was his favorite past time. Volumes of Bible literature,
law books, and mystery novels lined the bookshelves that he built himself. We had
multiple sets of encyclopedias, always had up to date dictionaries and all sorts of
literature to use for school projects and research. He was a devoted family man who
spent a great deal of time with his wife and two children.

Park Dedication Honors James Elder
This newspaper headline was printed in the News Tribune Wednesday, Oct. 17, 1984

The late James D. Elder, a man who spent many years working for the good of the North
Edison community was honored yesterday as a park was renamed for him on Grove
Avenue. The former Groveland Park was chosen by members of the North Edison Civic
Improvement Club who urged the township to change the name to James D. Elder Park.
Mr. Elder served as a commissioner of the township housing authority and was
remembered yesterday for his work in the community. The park site is located where
Mr. and Mrs. Elder had their home built when they first came to the community. The
money for the park didn’t come easily for the members but they wanted something to last
in the memory of James D. Elder. Part of the funds was derived from the sale of the
organization’s building located on Inman Avenue, which was demolished for urban
renewal.



