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HISTORY OF NETUCHLN - 2

I. BNAYSIDY
oo : Niddlesex Ccunty s Boraughs, these politisal ornﬂona suspended

midny between the tewnship with its dllqu n.nd ‘eitien sueh as New
Brunwriek, Ferth Axbey, and 8outh Axdey, are as a pnt of W;s
They etarted as township hamlete ani, threugh the aeeidents of googrnphy.
ef the eourse whieh railreads teek, and of the seonenie develepxent ef
the eauntry and state, grew larger that their drethers and sisters.
 Mst are the preduets of the ratiresd era, rather than ef primary
settlement, and by 1870, having grewn larger and rieher, they raised a
great teo-~de absut supperting their lass favered relatives in the tewn-
ship., To still their elamor the State ersated the bersugh fm Lo give
these overgrewn villages sotme Measure of pclluul!'n‘xtutny. ¥any have
seen their first bright hepes and aspirations fade and diselve lln Dig-
llluoionmnt, Jémesburg and Spetsweed, fer sxaxple, were left high and
dry when the Camden Axboy Raiirdad deelinéd:te's third-rate sub-braneh —
line. Oters were similarly affeeted when new reads divided the trafie .
from eld, or when the ene industry deeided te move further seuth in
seareh of mére faverable laber eenditiens, leaving the bormgh pelitie~
ally independent but eeonemiscally impeverished.

Metuehen for sére r'eason, is an exeeption to the general rule. True,
the strengest irpetus to ite grewth was the Fennsylvania Railread and
the N¥iddlesex and Essex Turnpike (Lineein Highway), but prier te either

of these developments Netuehen had deen something of & vuluo. It was,
}1~n faet, a distinet loeality with the Indian name Netuchen as early as

1689 when ¥oodbridbe settlers divided Metushen's farm lands ameng them-
selves and began 9 eend their sons and friends and Felatives te settle
there. By 1717 4% rated the erestion of a separate meet ing hause.

But the prineipal way in whieh Netusehen differs frem its fellew-

bereugh in the euntry s this: the other bereughs say in the railread
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a ehanse to bseome great mamifasturing eities and feught fiereely ameéng
themselves %0 ring mannfaeturing onﬁrprisu within their bDeundries.

Put Hetuehen held ale®f frem sueh anties; Metuehen was a mature, first-s

settlement sowrunity. It ad a long trgduion. 1%s ways and elaraeter
were set by aimest BOO years of development. Metuehen deeided te let him
whe would predues the werid's gesds, tus she wauld be geed and bemtiful,

As & resilt Metuehen maintained in the midet of the industrialised
Raritan valley with its pelyglet porulation the Jure undefiled Furitan
sharaeter with ite first New Engliand settlers endowed {t. Netushen was,
and still is to eome extent, more New rngiand than many New Engiand eom~
minities. An umusually large proPertien of firet famliee still reside
in the derdughand its vieinity upen original aneestral lande. Its firet
shireh, the Fresbyterian, the sparkplug of the esmxunity during its
formative years, is etill a power in the beregh, mt‘u‘rtng mosd of the
old famlies améng its members. ‘

Having refused one of the beons whieh the rulroagh equld eonfore--
industrial-development--= 1t benefited deubly frem & ¢ seeend gift whieh
the railread braught, that of beeering a residential eommuting tewn. And
Metuchen worked this latter possibility fer all it was worth, delidberate-
ly setting 1te eap for the higher eeconomie braekets, urging, eajoling
and flirting with New York's dankers, drekers, business exeautives and
suseessfui prastimers in the arts and seiences. , _

Teday 11% of the town'e total pepuiation ef 5,748 are eommuters)

ssunting their famlies, the prePortisn must de nearer 35§. Baek in 1906
when Netuchen was in an uprear ¢ver the reeently published Mary Wilkins
Freeman naval, "The Debter,® in whieh Netuehsn appeared Life~sise, the

temn inn-keeper 614 a New York Times reperter, "After the morning trains
leave, the women runtte tewn.® He had §993 reasén te be eyni eal for he

and bhis fellew-dispensers of LiQuer were the speeial tergst of Metuehen

|
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~ woménheod erganized !ﬁ ite might ae the Bereugh Ilprqvoncnt Leajue. Ths
eomplaint ie little less vAlid teday than it was forty years age! the
Rerfugh Inprovement Lougho edmpesed predominantly ef wemen has, thrsugh -
ths years, Vessne the K tehen esbinet of the boraughgevernment. Fer with
ite estnomie rocts Adivided ameng New Yerk, the leeal business ssetion,
and the equnty industrial establishzent, the tewn hae been umsialiy
steady finaneially and therefore pelitieally. Bteadiness in th later pb
ase sters, too, from the absenes of any large foreign pepulation. Netue~
shan s a eomfertable, upper niddlo—olt_u sormunity with both feet on
the ground; 1t knews what it wantse .lnd what  1% wants te be, and has ale~
ways shown the neeceesary dcnrinix.:ation %o aghion its wil).

The raliread spans its ¥ain Btreet upen whish twe blesks « steres,
the two banks, and the na':tion Pieture theatre are arrahged. Frame son- ..
struetion slightly eutranks briek or stene, and the average sine is twe=
stories; the banks and one or twe other effiee buildings are exesptions,
raising 0 three stories. Xodernisation of store S onte and Snteriors
is far from unaminous} many establiehhents umabashed by the proximity eof
sleek, -trcmiinod »Ataudn, etill prasent in thetr simple, rustie,
genergl-storish fases t9 the strsesd. _

Just off WainBtreet s the raiiroad station, an impertant institut-
fon in a eommuting tewn, furnishing a natural gessip eenter for husbands
waitinhg fer trainid, hnnd an-appeintment-making opportunity for wives whe
bring them thers in the famidy ears. Twenty-sevsn miles to New York,
the milage maker says, and eix to New Rrunswiek.

This mxlern eenter eoineided with the original historie eenter of
the tewn, for clese dy is the intersestion of Main Street and ¥exibridge
Aveenue, the later the eriginal rosd te Feadbridge built in the seven-

teenth century. FHKear tis interseetion was srssted the first meeting

—

huse, and its esmetery i% atill there overlodking thd‘\glnnlng traeks o
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the Pennsylvania right-of-way. Its suceessor,the Frasbyterian ehured,
stands ¢loss 0 the etation greunds.

. This comﬂdonn. by the way, wae no sscidens. ¥hen the nnroag
placed 1ts first station in tomn it 414 80 near the intersection of the
Arbey and Now Prunswiek turnpikes where, 1% appeared {1858). Netuehen's
business vuouén wns develeping in G e shape of tw® taveras and the townk
only store. Metuchon, however, bruskly infermed the raiiresd that the
interssstion of ansient ¥oodbridge Averme and almest egqually aneient
¥ain Street shere its elireh norlnatod-. was the eenter of town. The
riilread edmpany honored 1seal feeling by epening a sesond staticn at
'!umohon'n emotional eenter. Every attempt t0 meve it thereafter bamyglt
the eommunity down en the neex of the sempany.

If, due %o Iutuoh‘on'-v stubdbern determination to regard this seetion
as its senter, vonv. of the twe turnpikes eonstrueted in 1810 did Rt be-
eome the business senter, of the town, they did eventualiy beeome the
main rouidcnplal arteries. The Niddlesex and Essex turnpike, now Nid-
Alesex Avenus and part of the Lineoln Highway, runs parallel to the
rallway sbout thrse bloeks north, Uopn its broad tres-lined length are
ths tonn's lurgnf and most luxuricue houses. Fash has spaeisus gréunds,
with 4rim lawns, spreading trees and massed shrubbery attraetively
1andseaped. Although arehitseture varies from house $9 hxise aleng the
arehway of foliage, the ranks of aturdy tree-trunks and the eontinuety
€ lawn and rmasking shrudbery gives a rieh pleasant uniformity ¢o the
shriced.

Tes% ©f the interseetion with Main Streset however, the eeconomie
level deseends progressively until the borsugh limits are approashed and
theé street ende amid misersdle shaeks clustered adout the equally miser-

able remaine of Netuehen's first tavern and here a small eolony of Neg-

roes live. Close Iy i3 the imposing bulk of Metuehen's ene large faetery
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the Celotex plant, employing abeut 70 loeal workers. The negre ediény
gontinues over $0 Durham Avenus, one blnk north of Niddlessex. Origin-
aliy the main rond to Tiscataway Tewn, it starts at Main Btrest and runs
west to join Amboy Avemue just cutside ths borough 1imits, eressing the
LeMgh Valley traoks near whieh ars located a few small mamfasturing
shops. BReyond thia paint Durham Avemi sbruptly Beeomes a eduntry road
whieh auts through a grove of trees at its junetica with the majia road.
Along its briof adurse several of ths tomn's elder housce are losated}
and twd of the Negro churehes »tand atxits and The Chureh of Jesus Chrié

gaodbridge Avermio, while a cut below Nidilesex on ths econdnie

soale, hus history and antiquity 19 give 4t soeinl -tanding. in the eon~
minity. The Sther turnpiko.'tho Amboy-Round Prod, now Ard oy Avenue, bhas
ala0 boo%uo an important residentisl streest. 1Its bread ednerete rdadway
1s shated by large trees, and by the 201id shadows of two rows of solid
middle~slass homes. In general the norShern and sentrel partion of the
voraugh are givan dver $0 $hs charaeteristis mbbo‘x‘ban eottage and villa i
develaprents designed for middle-insome groups, while the scuthern pogi-
ion. gsalled Tublin after ths large Iriash eomponent ef $%s population, is {
pre domininat ely an equally eharistic working~elass distriet eomposed of |
small neat frame houses in whieh dwell slerks, small store~kespers, and

warkers in the factories and business establishrents of Ferth Amboy and

Yex Rrunswiel.

Just barely toushing the southern tip of the boreugh the reeently
emstrueted four-lane super-highway swsepe by earrying i%s burden of
ears bo'gnon Yex York ani Thiladelphia, thus keeping Metushen's streets
sorenely Quiet and elaar ©f unnecessary trafie. |
Mstushen,the ewuspician arises, doss net really belong tn Middlesex
Caunty~-= 1t spens wmore like a misplaced dit of thck Oranges o Maple~ ‘

wooed., Put a gianee at its 87l-year 014 history dispels the doubt--w
Netuehen is the memory of Niddlesex County's yauth recaptured.
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As the histoxy of Metuchen unfeolds it willi beocome evident tha%t the
arteries of trunsyortation --- roals, turnpikes, railronde -~~~ piayed &
decisive rart in the development of tho esmaunity. There wore ot her Sm~
pobtant faotors,too, the prineipal one being gexraphio! Yetuoher 4»s
jocated in the exaet center of that part of Middlesex County north of the
Raritan, and iles also on a etraight iine between New York and Fhiladel-
phia upon whieh the majority of Hew Jerscy's large eomranities ars
locat ed. |

The infiluence 0f ronds, however, wan Operative long befare the ged-
graphie effocat was feld, fa, one of the statefayrineipal Indian pathe,
the Minisink path ednnesting northern Fennsylvania, ¥ew York and nerthem
Mew Jerwey with the shore and sauth Jersy, passed dirsetly threugh Moet-
uchen. Many Indian reiica and graves 4a the neighborhood attest to the
porularity of Kotuehen ae a stap-over pilace duging ths trek to the shors,
aud indigatn 2iso s9us more p&uzinent satélienmsnt of Indinns nithin dhe
presand boraugh 1inmits.

The 10¢al natives were dubtioss a groaup of the Raritans who be~
longed t0 ths Unami tribe. rhilhoﬁor, an expert on New Jersey's Indians,
deseribaes ther as “a quick-witted modest, fine 190king people, dlack-
haired and of a dark aopper s0190r." who spoke the Lenape dinlees.

In 1846 tho tribe asonsieted of 1300 warriosrs and twenty ohiefls,
amohg whom tradition has i1t, was Matoauehin, ohief of the indians in thise
segtion., In keaping with Indian custom in the matier of numenaiiture,
Chief Matougshin had been named after the nature of the seuntry in whieh
hs 1ived ~~- & rolliing upiand, W¥hether the land of the Indian bore his

firet name is 2pen ¢0 Question.

The spelling of the name, to9, is disputed, Yarious authorities ad-



vaneing different versiong --~ Eﬁtwehtn, Ketuehin, ﬂatvﬁ}jxﬁchoon. Hetoagh-
en, and other variations, 4An Indian desd of 1677 4in whieh the Indliara
2914 some land in the distriet 2t Carteret gives the name as ¥atosk
shoning. Certalnly the Indiane tust havs Xnown the proper nams af the
landt a0, it may be assumed that ¢he 2ther names are Angliocieed versions
Alfred N.Heston in his M.M Jaunts talls a s¥ory odnesning
shief Metouohen. When Ohrhtopﬁ(gr Biliop was a3lling around Statin
Islind to determine whether it o3uld be Cirsumvsented ih 34 hours and thus
beweme the pr?pcrty ofNew York, he got into Aiffierlties .in the troash-
ertus shials in‘ths Kill van Kull oppoanite Fersh Arboy. Three Indians

set 2t from ehore in a onnde, and apprdachsd Blllopa vassel. "One of

‘them, Hetouahen( whense the town of Metuchen), esuld speak a fow words

of Duteh, and ¢9 him Rillep mansged to make known his plight. Metduehern
agresd to serve as pilet, and kis knowledge of the chamnel and shoals
made it possidble for Billep to finish his eourse witdn the twenty=-four
hours.*

Nt this muet have baan ene ef the mors unusual alventures of Chief
Nateushen. BRis and his braves norral dally life eonsisted of hunting,
fishirg , and eleeping, while the women eooked, gathered firewded, rajsed
the ehildren, sultivated th erops, and gathered derries and rmts. The
peaseful routine was eeeasionly varied, it ssems, Dy wars with sther
tribes. |

In iater years historienl-minded Hotuchenites puszsled their drains
over the derivation of the name of thelr town and evolvad several the~
o9ries, somea faneiful, eome amusing, and gome redioulous. The Hetuohap

. Regorder of June 34, 1927 inepired by Kzra M.Runt offersd thie!

There is a story teld of how Metuehen g9t its name. After the

turnpike was opened from New York %o Ne-w anauldk (1810), there

was & theft af a horge and oarrisge naar New Brunswiek. Whilse
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The Indiane

walking along the road the vistima wat a Frenehman and inmquired

if e had met a man driving a horse snd earriage. the Froerms huan

sould only understand met, and he replied, *Het dieux ehiena®

wihioh 4n French is "Lei two dogs.® They tried t0 make lik urdere

stand, but his eonstant reply was, "met dieux chins.® Up n eom-.

EMa to be the place about which e spokes Pub 13 i certain shat

Vetuchen is meither dog French mor dog Latin, but Indiun in origin.

David T, MNersholl piayfully offers the suggestion that Metuéhen
is u corruptian’or tw0 wordh, mud and toushen "the word toueh in the
case denot {1g ummuthinéithat cticks t0 one a8 dues & riend who wishe o
to "toueh® one for a loan of a five dolia# Lill.® As for tho word mud,
Morehail rocalied that as u Doy there wasan't a paved road $n Metuehen.
*The stlcky rué woa every where. Luter 6n the zud Lecames tough and
sticky. i\have RO doubd that strangers, eeting the red shoes and the
m:d=-begmeartd 2iothes of the fnhsbitants of tho‘reaion, dubbed them
Ind=-touchen-itac® whi chappslation stuck 1ike zud ¢0 them, and the
regdon from whence they scame. | -

As for Chief Hetughen's life-span, nost loual historians give 4t
ws 1E30~17CCy a most eventiul pariod in whigh to have lived, far 4%
uaw the bezinnirge of the white eivilization in New Jorasey. Fhen
¥oeiuclken came to amxhood in 1651 he must have made a pilgrimage to
Statin lsland to the tepes of Chief Nattame $0 ses the marvellous
trecacures of the Siand chieftan had received from the Dutehman Augus—
tine Herrman in peyment fox a trast of land extonding from the Rari-
tan noerthyards to the Fassaie Biver. Among those treasures were il
eils of gaudy cleth, fdve hatchsts, ketiles of all Xinde and sises,
gnd etrings of wampum,

This tueinees ©f s91ling land mugt huve sppaared to Mattamo as

something of o racket. Here he wae rioher by a greoat pils of trinkets

anj wanpom, and still appearently, in posession of the land, Zor the
Duteh had male no effort to take phyedieal poseasion. Mattano was etils
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Ihe Indians
on the seenw in 1664 when the Fnglish took New Netherlands from the

Duteh and estabiished English soverignty over all New York and New
Jersey. He wio on the ssene, and, Uninhabited by sonsiderations ef

_real estate ethics, waos able to aslii the very same trast o0 a group

of Engliishmen: Daniel Denton, lLuke Yatson and Jobn Paily. For whish
Nattine added t9 his Duteh kettles and hatehets, *Twenty fathom if
tradyn €ioth, two mads Cotes, twe gunnes, two xettles, ten barres of
Lead, twenty handfulis of Fowder, foure hundred fathom of white
waEpom, or two hurdred fathom of biaek wampom.*®

Governor Carteret and ome John Ogden basght eut the rights of
Denton and Baily and boonmo~tho partners of luke ¥atson. OR Degexder
li, 1666, 1n ecocnsideration ef 80 pounds eteriing, these three transfer~
red to Daniel tioroe and & nurber of avsoeintes the trast of land now
sompriesed by Woodbridge, Raritan and Fisoataway Townships. $This grant
is eonfirmed by a desd issusd on Doesrher 3, 16-7 whieh Frice sndorced:
with the names of his assosintes interested in settliing the *Towne now
ealied ¥oodbridge.® Thoss names weret Joshua Friee, Kohn Fike, John
Bishop, Henry Jagues, and Bugh March (or Marsh) of Newbury, Maszash=
settes;} Stepken Kent of Haverhills Robart Dennia of Yarmouth, and Johan
8mith of Barnatable.

Flerce was immediately eommissioned as deputy~-surveyor to0 lay out
the boundries of the town, and the proportion of the land belonging tO
eaoh fmdividusl. A week later the ¥00dbridlhe associates #891d one~-
third of their traet %0 JOmn Martin, Charlis Giliman, Hugh Dunn and
Hopeweis Huli to settis the town of Fiscataway. )

The lime of desarkation, ns shown 9 John Heid'e map Of 1563 ran
north t9 eduth adout two~-thirds of a mile west Of $he present v;ltcrn
boundry of the borough. Fut thia wasz later shanged so that en the map
of 1850 it appearsd as rumning from Kent's Neok nOrt hwurd aiong the
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sustora stroteh of what is now the Vineyard Road, then nlong the westera
borders 9f what is now the borcugh line ending along tho liae betweon
‘gouth Flainfield and Raritun Yownship.

The limitatione of epace proevent thio history from dotailing the
oottt lement and history of %odbridge. Bignifigent phaces ©f that histe-
ory are treated {n sections of thid bosk. Bpeculation as to tho reason
for the group of New Inglanders coming t0 setile Woodbridge leads to
the femiiiar economie interpritation: the oprortunities for getting
ahead and getting rieh quiekly secmed more pumerous in this newiy ae-
quircd territory than in New England where the land was elosely held
apd strietiy udmimistered by the predominent Muritam group.

Onee arrived in New Jerasy, 10,000 aerop were sot aside for the
town and its house iots and streets, and ths balanes of £hze £0,000 -
‘asres was divided in a oeries Of land divisions among the members of
‘the eorporation of !oodbridgo.‘rho divigions were planned te give each
freeholder a just proportion of farm-lznd, meadow-lund, and up-land,
Oroups of twd to ten were allowed to hive adjacent iands irqthey wished
it, oonsequentiyit ia found that the same ssries of names reeur in the
dosds and patsnte to ndjac.nt lands through thy township. #ith more
land in his ;Oseanion than each man eould esnvenientky use, a brisk
real estate business ensied, with land ehanging hands freyuently and
rapidly.

The first divieion of the 20,000 acres whish had been set aside
as eommon lande oevured during 1669 and 1870. Hetuehen and its envire
ons were included in the lands divided aming the niwborn of the ¥oode

bridge Corpor*tion. JFrom the varicus patents anddeeds it appearecs
thet the distriet roughly approximited by the pressnt dorough, Roosevels

Fark, and as far east sa the Juhetion af the Wooddridge Road ana fha
¥oxdbridg spFiecataway highway was known as Langeter's or Langstaffls
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| ~ The Indjan's - . .
Farm or Flain., Y0 Do more exact, ths losation was ealied "north of
Langster'a Farm or Fiain,® tho name referring to John Langsiaff's fara
in Fiesatawny. This nams alternated in She deods and patents with Crane
Flain, and in 1688-9 one deed gives *Crane Finin or Hetuehings.® Botih
of thoes names gave way about 1605 to Matughing, Hatutohing and
Moetushing. Langetaff's Fars or Flala survived fisfully untii 1705, and
thea the variations of the Kutouehing thome ran the gaunt of baif a
dozen vereions until it settied down t0 Netuchen after the Revolution.

Netuahen wés tbé‘lod and grow like Bany of Eew Jerseyh aoooadar;
settlemonta, sueh as Foodbridge and Iiizabeth, were founded {mmediatly
upon Englisgh poseselion of the provinee and were laid out according 4e
the ¥ew England plan of uctthu-ﬁt whieh was designed to Sohlieve the
zaxium seeurity from Indfan and other attaek. This plan provided for
& contral stoskaded settlementin which the settler's houselots wore
acsigned and houses buiit, with farm lands in the Serritory immedia-
tly surrounding the stoskade and pastures, wood lots and nosdois be~
yound.

Thea the cutmost lands, sush asulctushen, were asaigned they were
ruch t00 far awiky from the dwellings of the owners $0 be worked reg~
ularly and usually were 80ld to friends, relations and new eczers or
given to gone and -epo-in-lnw when they were ready t0 set up Sheir
homes. This pattera sharaetsrized the development of Metuehen.

From the descriptions of boundriss and neighbors edntained {n the
deeds and patontsitOhas been posasidble roughly 0 approximate the 10e~
ation of ¥etuohen's firet isndowners. Nost of th.lrocord. zantion the
road $o Foodbridge, for they were all loeated along that road, now.
Toodbridge Avenue. Fhether the roanlaa lctnqlly eompleted at that

time cannot be assertained. If 4t was, 4% was & primitive sort of
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roaed full of roeks and holes.

Beginning at what is now the interseetion of Main Strect and ¥o0d-
bridge Avenus,Joshua Bradly was granted 130 aeres on the north side of
the road. Bradiey eoon #0ld it $0 Robers WeCleliand who, in turs dlvid-
ed 1% {nto tbree parselis of 40 aeres each and 9014 them to John Compton

(Mareh 4, 1688-0). Gwan Loekhart (April 30, 1780). and the Rev. Arvhi-
bald Ridderl (X'y 3, 1889). minister at ¥oadbridge. |

Loakhart soid out $o John Odmpton in 1698, and Riddell s0id his
portion t0 Samuel Ayera in ths sams ysar. In 1716 John Compton sold
half of his 8C aeres %0 Israsl Thoranail.

Kast of the Rradlsy traet, and 84411 north of the road Obediah
Ayers was granted 130 acres, rost ¢f which was within the prssent
borough limite. Fiftesn yaars aftor reeceiving the land Obediah gave
the Jower half to his eon John, and in 1603 he gave the other hnlf to
his son samal, who as noted dbdvo, purehased the Riddsll 4C aeros
adjoining. The Ayars remained to be edunted among the first sctual
settlers ©f Ketuchen. Johm being referred $0 in a deed of 1686 as
*John Ayers of Matouehing.®

Obediah Ayers, Reiglbor on the east was Riehard Worth who alse
reeieved 10 aéres wkieh were just Qitside Of the borsugh lirite in
Roosevelt Fark. Like Ayers he dividcd his farm betwoen his twd sons,
Jogepj and John. Joseph $01d the westeram half t0 his brother-in law,
Jonn 8hippy, in 1608, who in turn sold it $0 Jogeph Crowell in 1689.
Frother John kept hie half of the land and settled upon tt. In 1726
he gave half of his half to hin son, pleliart. The dsed rondss...sone
eiunl half of my form where I now live in ¥oodbrifge at the plnrce
Cormonly known by Hetouehion the whols being 2CO neres.® Apparcently

Le added to his original 60 aeres, poesibly by securing mors land in
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in the eommcns north of his farm.

gamuel Hale was mext on the sast with 130 aerse on the Metuchen
'aldo of what ia now the Fersonage road. Tha patent to hie iend deso~
ribes it as being bounded eapt by Tetor's ligwan; (8orewhere in the
helghoorhood of Bege's Bpring in Roosevels Fark.).or where two :friaml
meat $0 form the ecuth braneh of the Rahway River,

tla's 1and was bounded on the sast by the more sasterly of the
two atrears. Ko deed has been found for any further transfer of th;e
1ard, bhus a ner owner, Josish Holden or Halden ie shown 4n & rosd re-
turn of 1705.

The next plot on the enct wae William Comptonls 60 acres *Lying
at a place aailad Toter's wigwam.® On wiiliam's daath the lend passeld
t¢o hin brothars, John and Jonathan. Horth 6f the Comptons, John Elslie
had a lot of unspesified size.
| nstutning.to the intergaation of Kain Straeetr and #oodbridge Avemie,
John Fike,Jr., was granted 80 asres sath of she road. He 20ld the land
in 16688 %0 Riehard Bmith Jr., RAOYXIATEIAL |

Fast of 3mith, Nathan Webster was granted GO asres. This traet
pasesd rapidly through a .afioa of transfars until finally it cane
into tha possesion in 1703 of Flisha Farker and Jossph Ayers {(who
awmeA 10 ncras 9f the original 80).

fouth of the Fipe and ¥ebater trasts was 130 aeres pattentead %0
Iaaae Tarpen who, in 1686 gave half to bis aon Isane. The deed for the
transter t2lls %hat Abraham Yapring nwned Bke adjourainsg land wbieh
want over £5 the Tiseataway 1ine. A read return of 1705 gives Jonathan
Compton as their sduthern meighdor.

Tast Of Nathan ¥ebpter, Flisha RElelie wes granted 120 acres, What
happened to the Tlslie trast is not quite elear. It ssoms that 1t pass-

od 1nto the honde of Elisha's drother #illiam who »0l14 {t $0 Bamuel
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£20 8014 §t to Samusl Moowe prior ¢o 1882, for ia that year a desd
ghows that ¥oore a?ld the trast $0 Riskard Dols Jr. Thwre 15 a 2uaple~
ion shat Nole ig an alias fare the Noores s2?, Apparently, i% rermained
in the ¥mrefamily. Subsequent returaes, howsver, refer 19 it 23 hdl~
onging %o Filitaw Elslfe. Samuel Moore ownsd the adjouraing tract of
160 Agres, *Eeing hie portion due ¢0 him for four heads.® Ia 1654 he
divided his farm ejually beteeen his brothere John and Thomas, the late
ter receiving the half adjoining Elelle's, In 1701 Thomas sold hiif
of his shars %o Rohaert Gilehrist, who, 1% sosms ceatain, uttlud‘ on
the land and beecame one of Metushan's first ssttlers. A fev monihs
later John #01d his entire plot in #3ual parte 10 George Xorris amd
John lLee, L0th 0f whozr seemsl tO have acttied upon ths land,

!oar§'§ 1asnd stretehed along the ¥0oddridge road from the saet-
ern boundry of Elslie's farr, part of shieh was ths borough linige,
to tha junction of the ¥oodtridze road and ths Pareonage r2ad. Beyond
asre Thomas Rloomfisld, Saruel Daonnia and Ztsphen Xent, Rut these
woere far citaids the ndopc of the borough and ¢annot be e9raidserdd as
first settliers of Xetushea.

Anotlter inportant aphire of aettlement was the western boundry of
the toanship on ths pleoataway side. IKiiakim Figgins owned B5 z2sres
on the lins, boundad'on the north by Diszal Swamp. He 8214 the land
{n 1633 $0 Richard Smith Jr. #ho in turn sold 4t $0 John Fitsrandelph
*h0 owned the adjoining 60 aores on the weet., Fitsrandoirh's patsnt s
supplies the information that Niehdolns Mundy qnd John Martin wers his
noighbors. Kundy had 80 aores thers and in 1688-80 he transferasd part
of hid iand t0 his aon, Nieholas. The deed atatos: *for two lots in
the theyard..;. the firdt of 17 acres.... the seeond of %8 a., ad-

Joining she firast,* the baundrys eOneisting of Dismal Swanp and noigh=

tors Esemuel Hull and #idow Fitsrandolph,
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Jorn Martin hed *80 acras at the Vinoyurd.!'amﬂ hia son John was

granted 1i0 acrss ndjoining op the doush, and running mli the way over
to the way over to She loodbridge line, where 1% sesenms to have met the
land of Abrahzn Tappen. At iesest part of Nartin's 110 aorea rust havs

razced to Penjanin Martin, for he ie mentioned in a road return during
the early yeare of the elightcenth century. ' |

Ferther north, but #till touching on the western dboundry Of the
vorough, wae H&gh Tunn shese neighbore were Rilifan Frost and Thowas
‘Hggins, John LoofboirOu.thv piller, alsd orned 60 ucroo:néar Tisnal
f#snp, but on the Woodbridge aide Of the lime, ond the deed etates he
edjoimed Avchitald Fiddell on the eset, R1ddeil hud been granted 230
pcres ©f uplapd there by the tonnship for coming télﬁoodbridgu to pet
ee & rinjater in the meeting houee. Looflorrow 8913 thie plot %o
*Yelverton Crowsll® 1av1697. Riddell, who returned to Beotlend, may
have 210 hie 120 eoros soThoxns Gorion when he p¥i2d hip a anall piet
on Beid Hill near Soodbridge.

These nzmee peeount for the cariy ownership of a great deal of
the lend within the present torough 1imits. From 1705 on when the ooum
tyv¥aprt a reeord of rord returns, ths pigture con be filled out some~
what, Fram this soures Flverton Crowsll and ¥illiar Sharp can be pla=
ced in the northria part of the hotough, north of the Ayers and
compsons The difficulty arriees in trying to establish whieh of thaese
were aotunily the first gettlere in ths town. *Joha Ayers of Metuohing$
pleees him m ths lamd Yy 1625, 0Oilobrigt snd Morris mist hive sott~
le? upon thelir forme aotn after thelr murchise in 1701, f£or the subse=
Quens riad returne coneletantly mention them. Johm Warth spasifically
mentions hid farm at Mettuohding "wiere 1 now 1ivs,® in 1736. And a

road preturn in 1703 for ths ¥T30dbridge road meations "Josiah Hallins
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his houass,? vmer-c tho original H 1c tract was granted pear tho Faraone

aze road. From road ret.urnaa 3 1a obivous that the Tappenn t ook physie-
al posesalon of thelr lande Guite early, rrobedbly befors 17C0. Rowevey
the road reodrds from 1705 to 1780 give & yuite complete roster of the
reeoidenta in tho dfstriot.

The eonstrustion 0f tho roeds wac n vitel necegsity and was among
the! firet thirfa teken up by the couneil. The ®ooddridge mimutes of
DPecerter 13, 1569 reecord tbe fast that *ths Inhabitants by their {rea
Votes have ¥ale Cholee of Rébort Denrss, Thomas Fioomiield Senr.,
Jostus Fierce and Sam?] !esreﬁto Loy Out All ®ighways Pelonging to $his
Tosn of Bondbridgse £0% the benefit of both Town andi Cxuntry." These
four 1344 out the moOre needful ronds sugh as the ¥oodbridge-Flacataway
road, a road 30 :mbcy, a road fowarde tha Xill van Buil, the detusghone
¥3odbridge riad and 9thers., Put 1t was not uatil the edunty to0k over
the Mnetion of roai-tullding in 1705 that agcurste reooals with indeie=
l1igtple measuremsnts, landmarks and direetions wars kaopt.

Amang ® o firad rsoopdod rseturnsas ortazddluox road conrigudoners
wag.on2 vhich connaoted tha Wetuchan~Ronhamtown roud. Thig was four
rod wide (ebout 68 fast) and Legan *at John Uompton's cornsr,* From
there it ran south bat=oen Pliahiae FParker and Nichard Baith, Through
Jneod Tappen's and %onathan' Comptén's ima* orer & bridge formerly
pais anf:. 80 peroes the country road that leads to Fiooataeay, quite
down ¢9 the Raritan mesdoxs . . .* The fornerliy made indicates that
thares éra.s a road t0 Ronhuntown wme tins prior $0 the offisial returm.
Hozeves, thisc was uaually the wass! ros1ds acose qut of Le nesd for
them, gn?d t!w nesd was mawifestad by travel, conssguentiy the surveyors |

usually had wua-mm paths to foliow in laying out the of MMofai
roads.

"then 1aid ocut another ecmmon road from Metughen $0 focdbridge,®
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D2 peturn of 1705 continued. This was xﬁcr-ly a rewdrking of the orig-
- inal read ard hegan ad Farkoer's suraer 10% *and Joh& Cmpton'a eorner,"
afl ran 2ast Latyeen the lots Of Turker unue Conpton: Fliliam Ilsley

and Jahn Ayers:d Jaha Lsa and :,ohn Roprind George Morria and Joon Hava,
and goes along by Josiwh Holidns, his hause and directiy t0 the norith=
érly ound of John Cucstios his fieid . . . and 80 Airt ot as may ba to Shw
aouth 9f Mo, dalss hls addition: from thonee aa the way now runs tH the
sountry roal (Tiacuturay r2ad), by Jonn Dloomfisidy corner.® Heurd ape
paars £0 havs taken aver the holdings of Joha and Jomathan Compton,

ani baovima the firet asttier in thot section uf %he tounghip.

At the swme timo u short, narrovw read caiied a 'driffway' %as Iun
fronm Miillemliely's corner down past Gilehrietb 1land to joim the
Nonhsrsown rond at the bricdge. $%11) anoiher road which was an exten~
sion of the Ponlumtown-letuchen roud northward, was deseribed as rum=
ning froedoln Complonte comer, striking ths vwest eide of Joseph and
Onruel Ayers *and 60 omtending along betnoan lilliaﬁ 8harp and Kiverton
Croweli into tie comona.® The intar', 4t will be remerbered, 1urehased
the Lunfborrs tract wilch was described as teing near Dismal Bwamp,
wiloh wauld fndiecate the Eonhaﬁtom&etuchon road, stiil another clue
irndleating that rowd 4¢ the fuct that the Riddell tract whieh was ROrhh
0f Conpton's wae purchased by Joim Ayers.

1t 1s nuch more difficuit 40 p.age many Of the other roads beowmise
the lundusrks werd fdent$fied by nones of contezpory ouners whoae iands
ganasl Ls dveatsl. 0o suoh sesmed £9 Le Luraum Avenum, the retura
for whieh is dated Jemuaty X85, 17.ia-123

Acommon hlgdvnay of four rud wide «.o beginoing at & stuke ebande

ing nearthe line betwsen ¥Woodbridge and Fiscataway on the land

[oxmerly bvalonging tthaniel Campbal deseased Easteriy forty rods

batwesn Thomas Martin'e 1shd and 0 over Yo brook between ye said
Thamae Martin's land ans his brother Benjamin's land into ye

Goznon, ard theough yy eommin into Natushen raad.
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the property lay north of the ¥Foodbridge road, and was bound sd on the
northeast by ths strsam which was 8amuel Bhlo!i oastern boundry and
which formed one aide o TFeder's wyigwan. The westera neighbor is givea
as *Jonathan Rowland doecun'd.i and George Morris is shown as baving '
extended his farm north of the road into what was Samuel Hale's traet.
Saruel Harriot has begome the owner of Bloomfield land t0,the oa-t.and.
Benjamin Tharnal and Joseph Fresasan wers neighbors oa the northeast aid
north. A return of 1774 adds a few names 30 the inhadbitants of that
section. Stephen Carmipn, Ruben Evens, Timothy Bloomfield, Benjamin
Alward, and xbciotcr Ford are all mentioned. .

A 1773 return for the Ronhantown-Netuehen Road gives the names of
all the inhabitants along Sthat therefore from down beyond Bonhamtowa
all the way to Oak Tree. Between Bonhamtown and the Netuehen meoting
house there were Samuel and Gabrial Compton, and Jeremiah Manning, from
the ¥0>dbridge road nrorth there were Thomas Bl gar, James Aior-. James
Manning, John . ompton, Zebular Ayers, all On the east sdde of the roads
Beajamin Drake, Sasuel xol;y. David Crow, and ¥Fidow Goddim on the
west lldi.

right yesars later the return for what is oOdbriocusly Grove Avenus
Fills % the names of the Borough residents. Campyon Cutter, Benjamin
Ayers and Jazes Rowland all seem tO fall within the Boraugh limite.
Further north were Renjamin Boper, John Conger, and Moges Frases.

A road degerdbed as:running from Netuchenr t0 Tiscataway appearesd |
in a road return ia 1791 and began at the towaship line at Feter Hnaﬂy'c
eorner and ran south t0 joim the Vimeyard road. Among the new names
along the Vineyard road theres werefalter Martin, Thomas Comds, Dr.

. Ngthaniel Nartin, and W3haniel Martin Jr.

luekily for tho historian a very eompletel and ascurate map ©f the
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con}tral‘ portion af Metuchen was made upon the Aocculon of the division
of Daniel Hympton's extensive lande amonmg bis famlfly. The map shows
the meeting house on the west side of the Bonhamtown road just souath of
the junetion with ¥oodbridge Avenue. Du"ntly' asrdss tho~road the house
_ of Redert Ross is indieated, and his land surrcunds the meeting house.
The eastern side of Nain street tronﬂll:odbrldu rm to Durham A_nmi‘
belonged entirely to Hampton and only three houses indigated: one at
apruimtoly the 1 ation of the present Burroughs dbuilding oa land |
labeled JOhn Hamptom, the second seecmed 0 de avb_;rn neardy and ths oth-
ervas thy parsonage houss direotly Oppdono the junction with Durham
avemus. Beyond the John Hamptoam land on thi east side oOf Main Strest
was the property Of Colomel Ross, and further east was lsrael Thoynal.
On the west eside of M3in street opposite John Hampton (the Burrcughs
building) was a simll huse mysteriocusly ladled Chair HooOge. Alittle
north was an 014 barn. At Durhhm Averue and Nain Street opposite the
rarsonage house waas the home & J;ccb Ayers, and juet off Maim on
Durham, whish was the road to Fiscataway and Bgritu Landing, was the |
Catherine Alien house, a tavern which served a rendezvous for both
Rritieh and American s0idiers during the Revolution. This section, in
fact , was lung knm a3 Allentown. A third house was on the eorner
ef ¥aia and Durham and sesmed to belong $0 Sarah ¥ilt. Eeredby was the
land of Samuel Ayers, Jesae Vanderhoven and Bobert Rose Jr. On the
other end of Durham Averue near the Tiscataway iine, wae the house of
wathan Ayers. South Oof Durham Avenue at the Fiscataway end of tomn was
Jobn Ross 'e land, and mext %0 his Dr. Jartin's. In all 28 there!':
were im 1800 11 buildings in the sentral part of thw bM;h, ncvin-of
then dwellings. |
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The manner in whieh Netushen was ssttled and frew is charscter-
iatic of many of New Jersey's seaondary seitliements. The first set-
,tlomnto, sueh as Wodbridge ard Flisabeth, were pntl@ izxeediatly
upon English posession Of the provinmce and wers laid out ascording te
the Yew Ingland plan Of settlement whish was deasighed .tc provide the
paxium Of security from the Indian or other sttask. This plam pro=
vided for a eentral stockaded settlement in whish the settlers' house-
lots were assighed and hoﬁuu built, with fara lands in the territory
imreatatly surrcunding the stockade: PReyond the farm lands were past-
ures, ¥oodlots, and meadows. In the sase Of Soddbridge, evea though
the provinee had made the erection of a stockade mandatory, it does
notseem over t0 have been built. Fhieh Lespesaks the good reiations
enjoyed looally between the wites and the Indians. |

Vhen the ocuimost lands, arong wnieh was Metughen, were assigned
they were much too far away from the dwellings of the owners to be
worked eonsistently and usually were s0ld t0 friends, relations and
nevcomers Or viven ths sons and sons-in-law when they were ready to
set up theid own homes. All of these developments Oocured at Metuchen.

Obediah Ayon. and Richard Worth both of whom never lived upon
their holdings in Netushern Divided the land among their sons who bo-
came the first ssttl®ys of Metuchen. Samuel Moore divided his 180 aer. es
betwaen his brotpar- who 8014 to Rodbert Gilehrist, George lNoreis and
John Lee who als® besame settlers by 1701-1703. dJoha Comptom who dougpht
part of the Bradly ¢traoct at what is now the imtersestion of Nain street
and Woodbridge avenus, must have set tled uyon his land soon after the |

< the
two purchases in 1680 and 1691, for he was named Over geer of roads ia

Metuchan in 1701. Other likely first settlers were Risbard Smith who
bought the John Fike,Jr. tract in 1688; Elisha Tarker, purchaser of th

the !athqn Tebster trgct » and the Isaanc Yappings pere ot fils angd
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Abraham Tapping. |

It was in this way that the outermost lands Of the forst settle-
ments beoome the segondary u‘oaoofettlomnt in the State. Vestfield,
for example, was the westera fields of the Iliiabeth settlement, and
retained ths name when a community began to nueliate there. |

During the first 50 or 80 years of 1t's ixistanse Metushen whioh
oomprised thes tarritory which st:® tched from Bonhamtown t0 Oak Troa.'
and fromAtho Tiscataway line to the Farsonage road, was very much tied
t0 the apron stringas of mother Woodbridge, 'vhoh was looked upon as the
" town while all else in thes townphip was famland; and that apron atring
waos the Woodbridge- Metuchen road which led to the oclrsh, the jail,
ths gourt, thcltown meoting, and in many eases the mother and futher |
and otQier dear trionth' and relatives. |

But as time uat‘ on the district Decame more populous, both oa the
¥oodbridge and the Fiseataway side of the line,loeal eonditions and
issuee tendsd to give Metuchen's p» Ople eommon interests with their
neighbors with their neiglbors the Fiscataway, Bonhantown, New rurhap
and Oak Tres districts. Shiech ddes not mean that Metuchen beocane ent+
irely q;enatad tro; ¥oodbridge, for many Ketuchenites contimued for
miy yeafr- t0 nold township office, 0 serve as ochurech officbals, and
t0 transecr businessin Soodbridge, but it serves to indicate the grow-
th of an entirely diffount body of etrietly local interests, ties,
and i‘umon eonneeted with the agricultural comrunity, and the transite
ion of the Joodbridge relationship into a more Or limss strictly offie-
ial 6no. ¥etuchen was beginningAto‘bocono avare of itself as a sep-
arate looality mnd entishy. |

At which point the geographical loeation of what {s mow Netuehsa

began tO exert its infiuenge. 7For, thi first sign of the growing

oivic eonseiousness ©f the inhabitants of the area iying between
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BonhantOwn and Oak Tree, and the New Durham and the Farsonsge road
was the erection 9f a separats mseting house at the jumetion of the
Bonhartown-03k Tree and the ¥oodbridge-Metushen roads. Ko origimal
rocordp }oi qontmporary accounts &f this meoting house exist, eonse-
Quently the ¢irsumatances surrcuniing its erection are a f;ir field
-for speeulation. It has beea said that the desision t0 loeatethe
meeting houeoe at that point was dictated by the faot that it was the
center Of She territory then known as ﬁctuchen, and, fortunately, was
elso logatad at the junotion 0f the two roada. ¥hieh appears logieal,
gince no oths reasdn whatever oan be found %0 account foi the lpcation
of the meeting house there. It eould rot have bedsuzo the crossroads
wﬁe the largest settlement {n the section, becanse Yoth Bonhamtown
and Oak Tree were iarger and more populous. If 1t had be=m docided to
locate the mesting house at the most important gettiement Bmhau}m
should bave been ahosen for it was direetly onm the King's Highway, the
main fhormgnfare from New York €0 Fhiisdelphia whieh passed through ‘
Elizabeth, #oodbridge, Fiscataway and went on t0 Néw Brunswiek, and
went on to Frinceton, and Trenton.

At any rate, the ersotion of the l;ooting hcuge at the corossroads
was the first svent whieh acted to give the crossroads some importance
beyond merely geographical econvenisnse, and t0 estadlish a m\clau
about which the emsrgent eivie eonscitcusness of the territory might
ehryetalizs. Tius the orossroads, in itself of no importance from the
standpoint of population, beeame the centrel meetimg point for all the
inhabitants of this secsion. |

The lack of contempory records concernimg the mesting house is -
sOmewhat amelforated by a fragmentory reeord of the period written im
retrospsct bAy Reverend Henry Cook (1794-1824), the Lirst settied pastor
of the Metushen emrah, According to Cook the meeting house was erscted
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for the purpose of having the Woodbridgs minister some onge = month on
& weekday to preach a -érvico. Metuchsnites, then, contimued $0 attond
regular cburch service at ¥oodbridge until 17568 at ieast when,the Rev~
erend Cook wrotas the raéon&x *we inedrporated ocurseives into a churgh
and urited with Xew Bmaoiiek and was supplied haif of the time by the
Rev. cumm»g.e and after his leaving Jew Brunswick we were supplied Dy
the New Brunswick Fresbytery until the year 1770°.

Except for the onitry in 1755 stating that a larger obhurch was bui-
dtand the congregation fappiied for part of the pruchlgig on the Sabdbe
ath, but was refused,® the psriocd between i717 and 2753 is a eomplets
blank in Cook's record. It soems unlikely that the Metuchen hhﬂﬁit-
“ants ymld have gone t0 the troudble of building a separate mo§t1n¢
- hmse simply to aécomodato the Foodbridge preagher for one mesting
oaeh month. WNore likely 1t was intended as a meeting place for soeial
and political Actlvitlu. and may have beea used as a schoolhauge,
aithough no recorde indicate it. KEven 1f it were intended solely for a
houss of worghip it muet have been noeda;:-:quontly than onee a month.
It 12 quite posribles that lthherut preachers stoppd there %0 hold im-
promptu services and, later on, it is xnown that certain mezbers 0f
the congrsegation would go to Nev Brunswiek t0 try and find a preacher
for the ensuing Sabbath. By 1753 aervices 'mat have been oonducted
regularly‘ enough to Jnntify ths erection of a larger oclmroh. Fhieh
indicates alsd that tho oongrogauoa hod geown g0 far by that tine as
t0 require larger Quazters. 'throe ycarc later Cook rooord- the faot
that the Netuchen chnnoh united with the rnebytory of New anu\uck
and wars suprlied half the time by the Reverend Nr. Cummings and others
regularly until 1770. '- |

Despite which evid e of swelling population and growing self-
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sufficlency, the area now enbraced by the dorough made no aﬁprociablo
progresa toward decoming a eomminity: it remained a group of farms.

Ths growth oecursd at Bomhamtown, 03k Tree, mdtg:-catnay side Of the
l1ins. YNetuchen was destined to repain predominately agricultural for
many decades. It was not until the firss ysars of the nineteenth centw
urj which brought the turnpikes thriugh Hotuehen' that the sctual ville-

age began to form.

The RevolMdtion _
The foroes whieh were acting th makse Metuchen a ssparate sntiety

during the eightesnth nntury'nro tenp"aril_y halted by the erergency
of tr'w ¥ar ,f9rindependencs. ¥hen firat the noousity' for :cbonion bee~
ams obvious the entirs tomship responded as one t0 resist the aggress-
ion of ¥ngland. " )

The Sons of Lidberty of ¥oodbridge were a large and 'llflutneia). '
group among whom many Hetuchenites were astive. Whan the Snfamous
'stamp Act was pasced in 1785, the ¥oodbridgo soOns :lmgdiat ely sent a
deligation to Fhiladelphia to imform William Coxe, Btamp Distrituter
for New Jeraey that unless he resighed within a week they woauld foroe=
ably close his offics. Coxe resighed in September of 1765, and the
Stawp Act wis repealed tis following year.

As ericle followed crieis and tension mounted the entire corruniyy
wag foreed t0 smupport either one gide or the other -~~~ the Rebels or
the Loyalists. PRoth sides wers strongly rpprcnntod, for Ferth AcdoOy
was thse Capital of New Jeraey and a center 0f Toryism led by Govermor

*Filliam Franklin, som of Bsnjamin.
Then a convention mst at New Prubawiek om July 31, 1774 to ct_nliaor

the state Of the oountry, Woodbridge doubtless was represented and
helped to elsct repre gentatives t0 meet thoss O0f the mtiher colonies
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In Fhilad2lphia on aaytar 5.
Ths situatlion eane €0 a head aith the fightal sLexington on April

19, 1778, and ®xidge, 1t¢hing far a ohange %0 get into antion,
grimly watehsd avente unfdld $a ¥assachuasetts. ¥eanshile 1t fornmed ite
doandf!u 3f Correapondiance and Xxapt u,;teneh with the other enlonies.

Thie firat positive action soncerns Natbhaniel Heard. Oa Febmuary
12, 1773 be was coxmizeionsd Colomel of a battslion of miaute men, and
in Jjne he head:ﬁ Seard's Brigadd, Oz the 17th he was ordered by Fres-
i3ent Samuel Tuzker of the Frovipsial Coagren dr Nex Jersey 0 mareth
t2 4odoy t2 arreet Qoveradr Piliics Franklin, and t2 rewaiz at the dze
boy barrackc« 13 pravent az Open alliance of u:boy't 111'30 mlber of
'Tories with the British on Staten Islsnd.

723dbridge, 1ocated on the pain highwaybetwseh New York sud Fhile
sdelplkia, saw a great deal Of the troops whie¢h pasesd im ond out of the
toyn. CLuriag 1778, too, it wvas ths woene of many 9f ths minor skirm~
ietes and actiorns im thig territory. IR 1s e£3id that the Jersey Blues
hell secrel meetings &t Timothy'Rloomfield®s houee at Ford'a (orner
and there planned thelt varizue eseapades. On One Gccasidon news was
brought that a Pritish warship lay at Terth Amboy. Whereupon the Biues
resoived o throw a soare imio the Pritish seanes. They secgred ax
old swivel cunnon and transported itdy might to the diuff near the
rpla&pu Clurch ovarlooking the bay. xngwing .thg.ﬁ ths noon would
rise at 1li, they had the gun all rexly ldadcd srd waiting for the Moon

€0 ahor thmm the dark siliouette of the ghip. Alning their gunr, fille
ing the touch=-hoie with powder, thay applied the tourch and fired a s

8hot 1nto the Rritish vessol. Then they waited qiietly to soe what
w™uld happen. In a shorf time they heard the erew raising anchor, snd
then a dall ecanre eraehing $nto the nenrby graveyard. Ths Elen'oxpoe-
ted a droadside to 2013 Ow, und were muking FPreperations foe a speedy
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rstreat when {hey saw tha¥ the ship was moving off, mekiag for the Open
sea. The rags had been suocessful. Appareatiy the Rritish ﬁmght that
an attack in force aould develop from the first lore ahot. "

Foodbridge did mol fesl the full fores of ths war until 1777 vhen
Ffashington's retreat aoross the Btate Ifrom thy reverses in New Yprk
trought the triumphant Pritish and Hegsilone fn his wake. They immed-
Iia.tly 100k posessioh of the State and cammenced a reigan of terror which
was mustained until the end of Juns whea tha Britien IOr'cn were dra.ni
off %0 another seotor of the aonfliet. _

Hew Brunswick and Farth Amboy basame the main pests for tho Brite
ish and minor encaniments wers eatablished at Fiscataway and Bonhame
tomn. Koz these points a eonstant series Of raids upda the euatry=-
side was carried on. Cattle and agrisnltural profuce were eonfiscated,
houges conmandeered or butneld, and ths inhabi tants harried from pi_llcr
10 post.

~Alghough the famous raid on Spank$own (Rahway during which Amer-

ican troope eaptured a thoueand bushels Of sult from the Pritieh gar-
riaon ocsurs on Jamary 6, rni.taﬁcp to the British ocoupation did
not develop 10 effective proportions until Mareh when the ﬁrotm;e':lu
of ekirmishes osoured. Ry that time the gurilia bands of imeriocan raid-
org had beosome a full ;roni menage t0 the British, a:d-had sut ¢Ommuin~
jcations between Ferthanboy and New PFrunewick.

1ieh Sﬁ Harch, Gsnerai Howe was in Bonhamtown atteumpting t0 re-estab-
I .
eh LRLLY gorrunieationsy. daving gOspletsl bhis dusiness thare, and

¥lshing t0 relurn to Awboy, 3,000 troops wers calied out t0 insure hisg
szfe return in viow of Cereral Maxselils prepenss 1a the vigiaity.
According t9 a ietter from Hedienfield dayed Mareh 17, 1777:

+ + + tha enemy had haought out all their trodps from Amyoy &
| ! Ce
sarposel o be sdout 5,000 a;:d. posted thomsslven ap maphgl
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Jhe Bovoiution
(8punk H£11): They brought artillery and a musber of wagOns, as
4f to forage, thare was mone 14ft 4n that neighborknad worth not-
ice. Grneral MHaxwel) with $he trovps under his comwand was on
™ aing £round $0-%he northward, in piain view, th0' at a gosd
distance. The oneoty were t00 woll pituatod to be attacked: He
gt A vapty 9ff €0 tha 19Tt 4o amiee them, but his real design
was to the right on the heights noar Honhantowm: Hs gsal a sirong
party tht wiay €9 sxamine Lheir linss, 412 they hadl any, & t0 il
in near the end of ther, that night he feil Oh their fiaak: this -
une perforned by part of Col. Fotter's dattalion of FTenneylvania
wi3itia, and part of Coi. Thatoher's . « . Udok 0f tha Fesneyl=~
vsnians had Baen ordsred frow Wetuchuug %o aone dowa On Chrmsun's
Eill and keep alogg the heights t11i he met the snory. About half
n rile lower down betwmooen Carman®e Hill and 3004 ridye, the two
parties joined, ret a strong advansce of ths enemy. 2n the first
firing Col. ¥nrtin and Col. Lindly weve sent tO support them:
they 111 debaved weil, aad kapt their ground ¢ill they were -up-’
ported from the main body... . £
The Britis),it wac reported, gave way 1ia acnfualtn, ard wore pur-
sued by four people® wha $22k a prisoner and a baggage wagon. *By the
Quantity of enemy carried off in slade,and wagons, it is suprossd that
they 124 near 20 killed and twige that numbegwounded.®
The fact that HOwe was the sacase Of ail the troudle waes unknown
t0 the Azzrirang nntil a fer 4aye lxter when they lsarnsd "y & soldier
taken . . o it Gen. Aowe was at Boahantown ﬁuriig the ensagonent,
t11l he exv hie trodpe wake the beut of thalr way home, and tllep he
thinght 1% wae time t0 go. That the enemy's réal desizn in ocoming mé
that day was to secure the General's safe passsge tO Andoy . o .°
The Pritish Trneyrrent at Doandhantown, whioh consigt:d of five rog-
iments, Decare n prévocative target for rxni@a. The Colcnel CoOk rom=
tioned dbov; wze stationed a0methere near Netuchsn with 2 detuohment
of the Terngylivenia 12%th Regiment. During April Colonel €52% launched
gavaral surprise atiasks up’s the cnemy. One 9scurad at two in the
mprnin; of April 15th when Captsin dlexander Tatsrson led & small det-
achrsnt ugaibhst the 356 British priekets stationed 400 yarde out of Ron-
haztown. frn. wvhole of thekuard'. an offfger preseas 2t the angugomeat

reported, "were either killel or taksn prasoners. risut. Fraser, of
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the 7ist regiment, was killnd on the -pat.' The snexy, though advantag-
eusly posted, did ot attanpt to mirport their guard, but retired with
poereiPitation to their works. Our offisera and soldiers behavad with
;reatbst e0oiness and oouroge on this Oecasion.® . '

On the 20th of April amother surprise attack was sprung. Lieuten-
ant NaCabe led the night attZek and drove in the pickets, kiliing one
and woundng two. ®the cn_my wer's soon yoinforesd; but our party kept -
up their fire, maintained their ground untfl daybrake, and then made a
regular retreat.®

The folliowing might the ralders were at §t 5gain. Lieutenaat
lodze led the party, dbut found that the guardo‘had beosn dbubled. He was
to eaili for reinforgements, and then he sucoseded in driving in the
pickets onoe mors. *Our party oustainsd no damsge, and with only 33
man, we Xeft their ¢roops fa Bonhamtown undes arms all night.»

S8imiiar ralde were exacuted uron the gusrds at Azboy and Kew B
Rrunswic k, &2 that the British ogecupation was made exasadingly uncomf-
ortable. A more sericus engsgensnt coeul'ed On HQy 10th, and it is in-
tercstiag to contraet the reporis of the PBritish and the Americans on
trls 9ccasion. Ths Armerican voreisn ie taken from a letter of an offiw
cer n% the *Tost,near Bonhamtown.® | |

T have the piensura to inform you that ysste~day part of

Gen. Stesens’ divisiun attaaksl ho Royal Fghianders and o5ix
gozpanleg of 1ight-infantry, It was a boid entstprise,-— they
bolag postsd = ihin twd milea of moahastonn anl ab2ut ths oana
dietande from New Brunsziok, Thes actior eontimsed for about an
houp and a3 half. The sontinantal troops beluied wall), ,Arove in
the piquets at Ponhamtowr, attaskasd and Arovs the High landers

out of the wisd they Ral <Ssken pozeczica 9f raar Tiacatajua towa.

rhe snomy wa-rs reinforeed, but they wars agen foreed to give

w8y, Yhey wsre rinforsel a geconl tize, then, g9 due etiraid-
eration of our situation with respast o the ensmy's 41 fferent
rosts, (of Kev PrunswiaX, Haritan Lpading ,und BfShantoen.) it

was Judged advisable 10 rastir-. The ratfat was made inm sicellent

order, and Qur 1¢es $RneOnuiderable . . . The Highlanders obsten-

ately brave, were too pround to smirrendsr, —~ ghigh gost zany of
thea dear. -
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The Revolution ,

The Esz Yorxk Gﬁgeggg;ggg Yerkly Hercury empresced the British
view of the affair: . . . a body Of 3,00U rebelg whieh had beea
coilected from nefiglboring Toots of tmibbletomn, Ramptown, UTost-~
field, Chatar and gomnseded by PBrigadier Ger. Gtephene and dax-
well, Atinaked the Figuets of ths 42nd Reyal Highlanduoregimeat,
atTiecntawny, comranded by Lieut. Coiomsi Steriing. The picyuest,
vhioh waz i n ghort tims suprorted by two Companies, adeanced

. 4nto the #o04, where, notwitheturding the wepry superior dunter of

‘the R bhale, they maintained their firound uniil joimed by thoRast

of the Regiment, wshen a very heavy Fire edarenced, which obiiged

the Bgels €2 retrast in the greatedt eonfusion to the Left, where
they fell in with ths Ligh( Infintry, quatered betwesn Fiucutaway
and Ronh mtovn, who ware advanging t0 eupport the 43nd. The whole
of the Lebeis now gave day, acd flsd with utmost percipitatiou,
ony Troonepirauing them ¢loss 49 thair Encumprent, (On the heighs
near Netuchesa Mestisghouae) Ffhich they tegam to ebrike with the

grexntont Terror . . . in this affair we had two officers and 36 e

men killed ard wxunded. The Joss Of tho Robelw rust davs besn

very cinaiderabie, as upward of foriy mem were found tho next
rorning in the ¥do0de, tegidens an 0ffiver and 38 men taken prisoners

Ten days iatar the Donhamtown foroes wers trickad into pdrauiq; a
rabhel forees intd Dismal Swamp where aun ambush mas sprurg upda the pur-
aers. On b ie oo¢toion 80C men mustered at Colonel Cook!s quarters,

* gbout nias miles from Hatuohin mesting-house.® 1n ths afifernoOn they
aivenced Over ths ewamp and engafad the Tritieh who had colisotsd 300"
amen at Bonhamiowa. *Raking a feint retrext over a aarrdom caussway (we)
turned sudienly updon the enezmy, ari rerulssd thom with sonsiderabis
slaug bter. By thie time we wers reinforged with & companics of light
Infantry, and other troops, whea the skirmish becane general, was
1retty warm for some time, and ths onemy gave way, but being reinidrced
with a iarge body of artillery froia New Bamunewick we T883 at isst
deigned ¢0 retreat to a Mii, and not daring $0 purstue ug «..*

The imat engangmemt On ¥oodbridge @oii ocovudud LOwards ths wud of
Juna. It was no mers skimsish bLetwcen guarde aud gueriiiuz, but xas
Bt 0f 3 rsally isrge-acaie action tetwser the mulm Poltish and Auer-
izan arcies. Bofore he laft Xew Jersey. Howe wags daternined t9 iure
| fashington doen drom hiis sucampmeat ia t3s hills mear Tlainfield.

when various strategeme faliesd, he svacuated New Brunswisk on June 33
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and ratired to Terth Auboy. Fachington promptly sent several dstache
menta t9 harry the rstreat. Upen learming f»h:tt::orlcu onfccg had
Jescended %0 Quibhletown, Howo decided updn 2 mévemont that might lead
t0 ar atiack. e sent four ba‘ttulianz with 81X oannin 39 take up a
vosition at Ponhartorn. The vight column under Lord Cormwaliie t ook
the roadl 10 ¥92bridge and oontimed Shrdugh 8s30teh Flaims. Howe
himsslf aOmmand.ed. the isft edlumn whieh procesided fronm Azboy to Bony.
hamtown 2nd eontimued up through ¥etuchen $0 Oak Tres. The Plan was t0
reet nesr Osk Tree, and then ssparats agaia‘ and m1 uron the Amsricaa
left flank. Soon after.lﬁaving f02dbridge Corawaliie fa_ll ia with
¥organ's Rangers, msberirg about 700, The firing warned Fashington
that the British were at hand, and he retired 20 the hilis, leaving
Hajor General Mlliam Alexander and 3,000 men as & re tguard. By rete
reating into Oak Tree Morgan led Comnwallis into dattle with ilexand-
er's forces. Rut the approach of the left eolunn under Hiwe oompelisd
the Amsricans t92 withdraw. |

The Rritish ndé¥anced %o Wéatfield, and then tarched bauck to Amd oy,
tutning and piliaging as they went. The return trip was harrid by
¥organ and Alexander who hung on the rear and flsnks of the Esisish
odlumn. } ‘ |

Jhe Rer York Gapstte and Jeokiy Yarcury of Augus? 4;pcrtormod
1%e Aduty as a Pritish propogandiet with a corment upon ths dattle,

rutported $0 be taken from a letter written from one in the Blazing

Star Ferry (Carteret) to a friend $n Hew York:

--~ the generality of the people $bhrough the Jersies exp-
resses gresat dissatisfaotion at the Vashington'eBehaviour when
hs was last smttasked at Metouching Meeting-Wause, for retreating
in such a Manner, and leaving the inhabitants t0 be plundered;
that they began §5 suspeet Mr. Nashirgton is Sroacherous, and
going to eslli their Country. Thig they are induced to believe

- {rom the Great Bieruption of the Rebel Arny in theipr Retreat,
;bioh ¥as 80 great that they did get together again in 7 or 8
ays. . ,



HIETOHY OF METUCHEN . (31
Xhe Revolution -

Fhem the Fritish troops left New Jersey soil.im the poseseiog of
. the Awmeriean Army on thn_' last déi;{qr;auno, & large exodus of Yories
from thie ssotion began. The New Council of Safety orderad that %the
wives and ohilidren (dndcr age) of John Herd, Ellie Barrom, ™m.8nith,
1sade Freenan and Bamusl Moors, late inhsbitanks of ths Township of
#oodbridge, but Mow with the Enemy,he immediately apprebended and
gsent over t9 statin Island; & thet Col. Fred'k Freelinghuysen be di=-
rectsd to carry this order into executiom.

This Dy noO means 1ndicat§o Ahat these famlies wers loyalists in
every braneh -~ the division between loyauat‘ and rebel frequent.iy split
famlien and ¢ommnities. Nathaniel Heard has already been mentioned as
one of the outstanding 10cal heros in ths Revolutionary cause while
John Heard 1s listed above & a Tory. ESght menbers df the Fresman
family eerved as soldiers under fashington to ofsat the one who re-
mained loyal to the King. Of other well—lmqwn Netuchen farifes,
scven Ayere, three Bloomfields, three Xelleys, Two Roueg, two Thora=~
als, and a Loanard, Vundny, M tzarandolph, Martin, Carman and frager,
all fought to wia independence. _

One hundred and fifty ysars later, vhog ths llniﬁhtcr. of the Amer-
loan Revolution dedicated a tablet to thc!r'farefathau' who had fough_t
in the revoiution, they honored 31 men from within the borough linitg.

After the Revoliution -

Ths par®d after ths Revolufion was a period of rehadbitujation amd
readjustzent. .he was 1n a post-war depression and Metuohen did well
t2 hold its osn and make P what it lost during the war. The frequent
meat ion of Metuchen Meeting houge dunﬁg the war pariod contrasts fave
orablj with its obiivian Juring the first 50 years of its exiatanae.

It is an irdication that létuohch hagd atfaimd a ssparate and diatiact
individuality —~~~ it was an important place in loédbridgo Towmship,
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Aftér the Devoiuijom
part of _. .
not Jjust tne vaguely defined f rmiands surrounding the town of
#ocdbridge. ' o

'i’ha meoting house #a0if, after a series o: urione and eepurations
with the Foodbpeidge ehurch; in i723 became n' distnat_ and separate
Metuohen Churol, caliing itself the Second rrinbrtcrlaa Church of Noode
bridge. ¥sudbridge, t00, resognized the tudding pursdnality of the
cornunity by settimg up a uparafo voting diatrioct there im 17972

Voted that the selection fup gerbers of ths Lezisﬁ:nture Council

and General Aea#imdly, Sheriff snd Coromer for the TowmaMp be

opened and heid opea firat day at Esekiel Ayers ia Nottueshin &

the second day held and clocs3d =t Jawmon Jne%snn. ,

Ereki ei Ayere kept ,a thvern at vha¥ is row Fumptown, and did =
thriving bue:ﬁneea there. Put Oak Troe was the really large eomrunity
'in the northern part of the section then known collectively as ¥ettiohe
en. There ¥ajor Carman Opsrated what seems $0 have beemn a sGper-genesral
store which m,aboonding to Fzra Runt'e history, a depot Letwsen the
up-country and river trade, "th which came the great farm wegons of
the upper countries laden with grain, butter, woll, fiex etec,, and
reoisved in return the various articles of merchands ge.® Ho daub$ the
balaace Of Najor Carmin's business consisted of earting the farm pro=
fluce dowa t0 Raritam L ,mdiag and selling it there.

Hear Ponhamtown were tw0 grist mills whish ground Netuohea's grain.
One was wnat is ROW known as Fggert's Mill, then {m posssaion of James
Colyer, and the other, noardy, was Ephriam Compton's. Scattered thrsugh
the eurrounding Township ware suwmills, other gristmills, and at laast
one fulling mill. ‘ | .

Road retusns for ths period 1780-1791 eupply tho names of Camj:yon
Cutter, Renjamin Ayers and Jamss Rowlanis along OGrove Avemua within the
botough limits. forthsr north wers Benjamin Soper, Joha Congsr, and
Hoaes Frazes. jlong the Vineyard road lived ¥alter WRritin, Thomas
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Combs, Cr.Nathaniel Martim, aﬁd Nathani el Harfin Jr.

A8 for the ésntral part of ths borough; alcOnplcto and agcurate
x3p ®as wades whan Daalel Hampton divided btis oxtonsive lands hmong hip
faxily ia 1730, The map shows ths meating-house on ths west sids of
th: Borhantonn road just asuthof ths junetion with the Joolbridg e
ryad. Tirectiy across the road the house of Robart Roess is indicated,
rnd his land surrourds ths mesting hmxso.; The eastern side of Maln
atsest from ﬂaadbridge roat %o rurham avenus belonzed entirely to ﬂr.
Hapton and only ¢hree hxuoses are indisated: one at approximately the
doecation Of the presaat Burroughs dbuilding om 1and lablsdllchn Hampton,
ths second sesmed t0 bw a barn nearby, and the other was the parsonage
houss dirsctly opposite tho Junction with Turham aveaus.

_ Reyond ths Hampton land on the east side of ¥aia strest was the
rroperty of Colonsl Bose: and further east was Israsl Thirnal. On the
weot eide Of Main etreet oppoeite John H?nptoa (ths Burroughs bui4dlnt)
wasg a smali house my-toriously labeled *Chasr BUn:e.'( uged t0 houss
the *Biding Chair® or carrisge,f iatar days.)

A 1ittle aorth ¥as an old Yara. At Durhaa Avenue and f#ain street
orrosite the pareonage house was the house -3 4 J;cdb Ajcra, and just orf
¥air anl Durbam, whieh was the road to Fincata'ay and Raritan LAnding.
wag thy Catherine Allen house, a tasera which served as a rendevous
for Loth Pritinh and American sOldiers durnig the Ravolution. This seo-
tisn,in faof. was knowa as Allentown, A third Rouse oa the the eorner
of ¥alh and Curham geemsd to belong to Sarah #i1t. MNeredy was the land
of Sanuel Ayers, Jesse Vanderdoven and Robert Ross Jr. On the other
end of Durbam Avenus near the F'scataway lins was the houae of Nathan
Ayers. South of Durham Avermue at ths Fiscataway ead of town was Jomn

Roge's .iand, and next %0 his Dr. Martin's. Iz 1800 there were il

tuildings in this cemtral portiog of tha boreugh, seven of them dwellings
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J(tar $ha Reynluting

The ¢ply thLopuwplifsrss yers tbé Sbnbutmno O3k Treo road (t’:sin'Strcet_)‘. ,
tLhe road t¢ liscatasay ais Raritan:Lgﬁaing' (tvrliam Avesue), the rozd ™ '
Vo Heoatasay and Raritan laeding (Durbzm Ltverue}, the road o Arboy .

‘and Foudbrifie (Foudoricge Avenee), crd Terk lrne (Ordve Avesue), rhioh

kb & Geeondery road {0 the Del Yoos Qietrict. _.

Up to tkis joint the orly 1t.cwvtivc to the ferriticn of a etpnunity
L4 tkis particosar loculity vere the sunetion of t’hé ‘Foodbridge Rosd
with the r:ouh..mwvm-’.)m: troe Koad or? the presence oFf Rho pectinre house.
$ithip ten yooru (he slm.m fuet of the Skterﬂeutt"n cf two fwportant

{urnpil ee wore L0 ghange (he 0nt3re c!tuation.

e Motaumﬂss.mwmu

Trior ¢9 1810 whon the. tunr«ikoa wors, somplatad, Hettxchen'a ajituat-
ion may be compared to the vacam in the center of a whirlwind. MNisin-
ess nutivity and traffie paszed all armund dut rarely thx';bugh $t. Only
tu0 nilaea ¢0 the mmth txbrough Boahemm went the K;ng'o He hwzy, the
=ain rond bstwoex Mem York and Fhilndsiphia,upon whieh a heavy tralfiec
o gvaches and horagsteck ¢yro zvol passed. To the north was Oak Tree ate
trasting the farm wagdna with their loads of pridues. Towards the west
wae How Darhxi on ths road ¢o Raritan Landing, through which another
air2anm 0f traffic pagzesl 40 4hs Raritam and Nsw Brunsmick. All the |
roads in Hetughen seemel %0 1924 cust of the viliasge ~= £0 Porhamiown
whara mall wap doulrtleanm left by ths ooashea, to !a:vdbridzi where the
seat of governmeat of the TOwnahip wae looated, 20 Nak Traea 0 %the
store of Wajor Carman, o Raritam yamding and t2e busy grain market
1% @waz at that timo.

Put the firat desnde of the ninetsenth swatury esw the first nf the
%70 nreats vhigh sornistely raversad the altnatiou.__ The Btate, resecga-
1:1ng. nae of its inportaﬁi funetioas to. be that of a highway betvwaen
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She Effeet of $he Turmpikes and She Railread
New York and Fhiladelphia, She Hgrth and the Seuth, began the eonstrue
etion of a read better suited t® the exigenees of the swelling traffie

than the o1d Xing's Righway. That ssetien of it whieh passed direetly
through Netushen was ealled the Niddlegex-Essex Turapiks. A léoond
turnpike to meet the needs of 1oeal ervss-state traffie was built bde-
tween Forth Amboy and Beund Brook, and intersested the firet at Net-
uehenr, thanks te ths acseidents of geography. Both wers eonpleted bY
1810 and feeused at Netushem all the traffie and travel that had fer-
merly paseed around it. In effeet Bonhamtewn and Netuehem ehaag od
Plases -~ Fomhantown's growth wae inzmediately stunted, and Natushen
irmediately began to grew. '

The first eomerste result of the turapikes was the epening of
taverns in Netushen t9 aseomodate the “uhﬁ and ether tr:volcx;a |
the new roads. ﬁmiot'o Inn speaed on the site of the preseat der- '
Sugh hall, and twe ethers leeated Aireetly at the interseestion of the
turnpikes. Joha Hampton's was at the feet ef the hill just deyend
what is aow the Celetex plant, ud Lewis Campbell's tavera was just
aeress the read. Seem after, Metushen's first sters was opened neredy
by Lewis Thozas whe bgeame the first postnaster sbeut 1832.

By 1837 Harriot'e tavera Md elesed, and George B. Stelle had
purehased Campbell's Tavern. Thomas ¥F. Gerden, in his history of New
Jersey notsd that *Neteuehin® eonsisted of a Fresdyterian ehureh, a
stors, twe taveras and ten or twelve dwellings,%surreunded by a fertile
etuntry ¢f red shale.® ‘

Then eame the seeond develepment whieh wae te preve the megt
powerful fores im ehanging Metusheam from a sleepy 1ittle agrieultural
hamlet to a busy shoppimg amd cmmﬁu seater. The New Jersey Ratil~
road whieh had sermeneed eonstrustion several years previeus was eom-

Pleted Shrough ¢o lotuo{un by the latter part ef 1636, and was epened
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thrm;h fron Joruy City te Phnaddphiu in 18%0.

" AV this peiat 4% leoked as 1f the eressreads with its taveras
and stere weuld be the business eenter of tewn, sonsequently the rall-
read plaeed its statien neredby, ealling u-cupb_oll_'j Statiea. It ’.l.
no of\tho nysterfes of Netushen's histery that eme of the twe turn-
pikes did met beeome the tewn's *maim street.” Ia all reasen a maim
read leading frem Férth.llboy te Baund Brioi, e« one ludh;_ frem New
Brungwiek te Flizabeth sheuld have had the heaer. Imstead, a read
leading frem eme hamlet teo anether —= Beahamtewn te Oak Tree ~—
besame the Najm Street. True the Beahamtewa read had ever a huadred
years start ea the turapikes and had the feree ef hadbit and traditiea
behind 4t e— the mesting house had bou. lesated there frem 1717 «==
but whea the turmpikes were eonsidered, the twe taveras and tt.ro ‘
erened and the railread plaeced its station at the interseetion ef the
turapikes itsheuld imevitably have beeoxme the business eenter. but i
dida't. The onmly explanatiea s that in the minds of Metushen's in-
habitants the eenter of thelr eommiaity ronincd the meeting houge w=e
Rew-fangled inventiens aotwithstanding. |

In feur years the raj read eexpany shrugged its shoulders and
Yielded t0 the peculiar desire of Metushen 0 have its railread sta~
tion ea an omptvy little uu;try read instead of at the business sea~
ter of the tewa. The eempany must have felt that Metuehen weuld eut-
grow its unreasorable predudies in faver of the B_nhﬁton read, feon
1t eontinued te eperate Campbell's statieh tos,

Ineidentaily, this early vietery mist have Deen the first taste
4of publie utility dbleed whieh gave Metuehen its veraesieus appetite
for serapping with the large privet serviee sorperations. Its later
Bistery 1s detted with disputes with eleetris, water,light,gas,

trolly amd railread eempamies. Whieh sizply indieates the Ged~fearing
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ineorruptibility of the towa's pudbliie offielials - e utiiity sempany

had sasugh money t® ameoth the way for dirty work ia Netuehen.

#ith ths raiirocad and the moin turapiks somesatrated at this point,
it became an irresistadble magnet for all the future grewth amd busia-
esa developreat of the larger Mstueshea distriet.Beastion te the rall-
road was slew 0 start, tut 1t 414 start sad eentimed steadily to
‘mount. By 1841, with the opsaing of the Eaim Street railroad stztioa
two more stores were ia opora‘u?a: Ress Freeman’s at the soraer of
Niddlesex Turmpike and the Bomnhamtown read, and EzeXiel Merrit's mear
the ratlroad. |

Put the development wam not rastrietad alome t¢ the econduie froemt.
A map of the sountry at tl» mid-century mark geegraphieally prninn
Hetushea's progress iz svery phase of its 1ife. The map defimately
shows a edmmuaity; Metuehen was 20 lenger simply an indistinguishadle
part of a farming territory. The greatest eonesatration was aleng Kaia
Street between Axb ey Turapike and Durham Avemus where there were 14
buildings insiuding the derot, a Sundy Eehosl, Ciarksen's nu:d
store atthe eorner of Nidilesex and Xaim, Alai. dyer's wheelwright shep
just bdelow the Woodbridge rozd, and Lavorge's smithy at the eoraer of
ths Axdey Turapike. The religious eenter of the sommunity was »stiil ¢
the {ntersection ef the woodbridge and Foahamtowa reads, tut the edurh
had been moved t0 its present loeation cg lndbria;oiaaiomo, with t_ho
pareonage mearby. The Sunday Sehoel was indieated u‘:n.bty read aear
the railread intersecstion. |

On the Borhzamtown road seuth of tis Amdey road to the present
boteugh lingts were fivi dwellipgs, ail on farms; north of Durham
avemue thers wers four. |

The eriginal genter of d{.ﬂlo;mont at the htornution of the
turapikes had mnot gromn at all. The depdst and the store, now ia pog-
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eseion o & Nrs Cansfi clﬁ._un still thers, Lut as taveras are iad-
leated.
Eome dovelopmeat is indieated as begimzing ¢t take pithge aleng

. the ma«u..i: Turapike mear the Bonmtnn read whers the sehool house

is showa approximately at the loeatica eof the Bereugh Imprevexext
League's houss, with the dwellinge of Dr.Decker, T Grimstesd and krs.
Duahar msarby. Other sebeslhicusss of the iarger Metuehea distrist are
showa at Bealartowa, ea the Feodbridge read at the scuthera $ip of the
psorhouse traet, amd at Oak Tres. ' o |

The populatioea of the seetion now exdrassd by the dersugh was
about 37 famiies or 150 persems. The sffieial sensus of the eatire
tomnshipshowed a total of 5,141 a 1850 divided almest sQitallydbetween
zales asd females, with 309 eciered perssas. |

As t8 the eharaeter and standing of the towa inm ths souatry, this
Eay be judged from the faet that by 1854 a ecunty soavention of the
gong of haparapu was held im Metushen, and three ymars later it was
made the headquarters for the 1ecal drameh of the eounty agrisultural
soeisty. Netushea had undoubtedly woa its plase im the sua.

A1l im al]l the forty~edd years siaee the arrival of the turapikess
and the rajirsad had seen forty times the growth ¢f the precesding 150
years. It was a far ery to the firet deeads 0of the minetesath seatury
whieh Fsra Hunt desorided ia this wayj |

-+« farmiag had aot boeeome an antiguated homespun thiﬁ: tutter

was nine penee a pound, eggs six penee a desen--- and a dakers

dozer at that ~-- and buskweet eakes aad homeydidn'’t give 0ld-fa

shi®ned stemaechs the dyspepsia. The great driek svem burned up

gll he ¢ld pc:&o and raile on the farm, and furaished horms madse
rea 23t bak in a pan; milk was too ehesp t0 gell; farmers

unliXe Goetors, 4id there own ¥lling and euring, ard a lamd
from the fleek or a ealf from the stail was easily changed

about amomg the nefghbors, a¢ that neither baker, milkman or

buteher nesded to make their daily rounds; the wide ﬂrc—plu,,

whieh would toke im Ralf & tres for a baek ifg, blased a

%t any thoughts as te the pries of woed or gn'“h.'
e%l, and
had net yet been reported. liaen was elhsep, mad :ollnr:‘;;'ghn.r.
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endugh t2 reash up te the hat and keep out the ¢0.id; linsie
‘wo0lssy had partly disappsarad, dut gany“a farmer's daughier
eurtsied in her besdming ealieo, and many a suecsssful epatking
was had by the exbers ¢f a Franklin fire and the dull Hght of
a tailow sandls, muts, apples, doughmats, pis, and a myg of eider
being pussed arsund betvaen tdn and twelve o'elosk. Qne did met
then have to bow im "tights,” at an angie of over 457, and study
up the latest navel, and knew the difforence dotween a piand-
forts and a meladedn, in oSrder to be gonsidered intelligent
encugh for matrizony, ané was not in s® miech danger as now of
being sonsidered familiar beesuse ©f a sraskiag szlution.

TYelitieuliy, Woodbridge romained the seater of the towaship, nd
ail politienl, lsgal und governnext matters wore transacted there. At
oleetion time Metushsn had ite sesparate polling place, however, amd
Mstuchenites frequentiy held offise ia the township government.

The Civil var ‘
The swift paee of develspment eontimued from 1850 until the it~

break of fhe Civil ¥ar, at whieh Sime a iurny of business astivity
shawed feur stdres, five Dlaekemiths, two cd‘xpcntau, thréc hotells,
a earriage makXsr, flarest, harmess maXer and a hay priu serving the ¢
edmmunity. A very motieable lul, hawever, sseured during the war years.
¥ith the Sutdreak o <¢the R.boilba Hetushen responided ixmediately
with the fermation ef a *Heme Guard® fer the defense of eur homes, and
the suppert of the Comstitution, and the i-fo}-ccn--t of the laws.®
The names ¢f 48 men appsar ®a the muster rell of theguards, among
then mamy descendants of Revelutismary seldiers. |

Fut the home guard u-.,doﬁantcly interested only in defending

their omn llctucbn homes. Fhem Linesln's sall for velunteers same the
résponee was most dissapeiating; and when the draft threatened, a

speeial township mesting wag ealled and went on eord as appr"nj
“Veluatary aid im preferanss to drafting mea.® .

ds as aid te *Veluatary aid,” the township deeided %o offer a
boanty of $60 *for eaeh and every man enlisted to the eredit of the
tm.hip.' and get abmi 'ra_.hh; & fund by tax feor the parpese.
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Py 1864 th: ants hed beem rateed and the tovaship was offeriag
2400 "to all persons drafted and aeospted aad to all whe have er way
Yolunteor to fornish er iay have furmished a subatitute towarde flll-
irg sur Quota under the present eall for Fivd Fundred Thousand Nem."®
The township eorrittee was R1s® earsful to resvlve that *a¢ psrsoa
eshall reeeive z; greater arountthar he has metually paid fer a Subotif
4ute and he shall te required to mske #ath to the awtunt paid for the
substdta, Defore Aa Justiee of the Teace.” This mesting's bueiness
eoreluded with the appoiatment eof d enrmittee "tH Buﬁro Voluatsers and
Fubetitutes.® Apparently the eommittes A1d its work well for the next
re:ting's mimites recorded the fiet that ®* we had am overplus of abeut
26 men after filling our Quetss,* | ‘

‘Put things were not 50 easy when the time eame to meet the 1666
quota. The eomxitiaes n; thern forsed to repert that *it was impessidle
te 1311 our quota with eubstitutes and nsked perrission $0 put in vol-
untssrs. It was voted that sald aemmittes maXe the best bargen they
sauld for ths 'l'awlnhip either in volunteers or substitutes,® where-
uron the eomrittse entersd the oper murket $90 edmpete with ether ion-
muaities for volunteers and substitutes, and effered ia additien te
the regular e2unty bounty, *500 Bellars for one year Mem, 200 Isliars
for twd year ¥ern and 900 Dollars fer t!n,'u'ynr ¥eon. *

Three undred men wers bought in Elizabeth teward fillimg the
7oadbridge Gueta, 23 4{a Clinten, Munterdea Ceunty nid, no debt a great

murber wers sesqurad threugh R f. idbbet 'y Company of New Brumswiek, a
eoneora whigh delt sxelusively im sudbstitutes and voiuntesrs ot the

duratioan of the war. »

Despite whieh diffisulties Metushen eame sut of the Iar with a
sisable rell of vetrams amang whom were Calvan Drake, Waunded at the
battle of Frederiekesdurg; Celemel Joseph Layayette Ness whe served
through the war; Duid ¥. Nartin, wvaunded at the battle 6f the
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¥ilderness, who became a edrmander of ths Metuohen post of the G.4.R.}
Theedore A. %001 who served for over four years; axd Fililam T. Edgar,
| The Formstion of Ratitan Tommohip

At tieelose 9f the war Metuchen welcoored hoze its somns and getti-
123 dewn fmmedintly €0 the Ltusiness of living umd growing. Xash year
v {ts new btusinses and new dwellings erscted, and gave the leadbridu
town eonrittee an xdled Yurden of administratioa.

If the eomzitter could have 190ked aheal oae year in 1668, perhaps
it would uét have taker &9 ruch trouble in laying eut the Metushem
Feliing dietrict, onrd appointing yatham Robins, R. Rruee Croweil and
A.P.Reliogg as Judges of Fleetion and ¥iiliam A. Lﬁo as clirk of the
Metuchen DisPrict. The oomrittee met on Mareh 11, 1869 at the Feor
Houge " %0 decide where the LifRkoule be Retwvesn ths Yolling Distriets
of Woodbridge and Metuchen . . . (and) desided . . . that the Beundry
1ineshould eozrmence at the Grist Xiil formerly owaned by David Crow,
Dec'd e o o In the center of Dho rw.! deading %o ths Turapike road;
thenee asross the same ix the eenter of the road leadiag to the 014
ftags Road loadihg-”'f;st Foodbridge to Xew Prunswiek, thea across ths
Bs1d Road to the Faet sldes of John Rishard's Heuse, thenes ia a direet
lire £2 ¥ine Cully Rridge urder the Rail Road Brldio; theasz Xorth
leg TAT CINTER OF THT Read t0 the road leadiag to Flaianfieid; theace
aerdss the road ia a straight line t9 Union Ceuaty as a boundry Between
the Foliag Tistrists.® -

The laborious task was in vaim, far exastly one year later both
¥oodbridge and Tisscataway gave up territery for the forvhtion of a aew
towaship --~Raritan, of whien lo»mahc;b._o.cano the ehief sommnaity.
Foll®wed a series of triamgular mestings amdng the othor't owaships

ard their nesborn ehild teo apportioa the famlie's wealth. On June 6:
Fe the undersigned Tewnship Conmitt eag of the Townehip of Veoddbra
idge and Tigsataway having been appfinted dy the Bemate and Gemeral
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. The Forentisn Of Garitua Tewnship

Asserbly of the State of ler Jersey by an uot setabiished a New
Township in the etunty of Middlesex to bo calied t» TOownship of
Raritan, approved kareh 17, 1870 t0 Al9t and divide between ail
of Baid Sowmehips ail personal Troperty and Noneys 9r hand or te
beeome due in proportion 19 the taxuble prepsrty and ratables as
taxed Dy the nusessdrs withia their respeotive limits at ths last
Aesesosuents and the imhabitants 9L eaoh of the 8aid Towmships 8h-
all be 1iable t0 pay their proporticon of the dsbte and mipport
the porpers and iusane poarsons whise Settlenonts are or mzay be
withia the bpundries af thise respeetiva Townships and a deeision
89 a majirity 9of thiee prdmsat shall bs final and eonslusive;

d9 agree to the folilowing divisions and apportionmeats.

The stiff and involved phraseslogy of the *follewing divisionms

and apportionments® dDailed dowa %0 the two townehips payimg Raritaa
about $2,730.00 and n.agnuiuou'ly sliowing 4% t0 keop the read tocll‘
vithia the distriets witldn whieh eustomarily used them. jlso Wood-
bridge agreed to send a bill for the eare of three pmupnrs and Fie-
eataway for ths ears of oas, at the rate eof $3.00 psr week. A

Froxm Xetushea's point of viow thio ossurancs tu‘n-t fertunate
develspumeat, for it made Metuchen a large fru“ fn a small pool and
gave ﬁ the orne thing 1% had lasked as part of Wooddridge township
-== politieal power and eoatroll of its goverament. Metushen Hen
immediately tock a leading part iz orgamizing the new government,
shaping its poiieiss, and adrministrating tho. Serritory and its in-
habitants. A iarge majority of the township mestings were held at
one or the A her of Netushea's hotels. It now beezme almost, but not
Qquits, » eormpletely rounded axd self-suffieient tomn. It was aot until
19C0 when the Doraugh was foerzed ,that Hetuchen Dscame a etmpletely in-
dependent poiitieal n:ltity. |

Soon after, a mew impstus t2 grewth ¢ame in the form of the town's
sesond ratiroad, the Eastoa and AzbOy, nOw eallied the Lehigh Valley
Rai lf°ad. Ites most impoftant eomtribution was the diinging of Ifish
and Italian lsborers and their famlies some of whom, after eonstruetion

was e?mpleted, settled fn the scuthern Pportion of the tomn. A Mld
dbuilding doom resmilt+d frem the infilux, and the Fresdenian of Jamuary
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23, 1878 reported that the ®*naw rraidences in tha meighorhsad of Ram~
/

ham will e9on be ready for secupancy. Faw whoss busimess does nat eadl

them to travsl dver the Fon_ham Avamis have any i1sa what a largs p:p:-
ulation 1;9 srafunlly sottiing om aach side of 1%, ‘!‘_hn grada 0f houses
now erasted thefis 48 nldo bettser than ihOac buile at first, and they
present a very nast an! eomfatable mppewaranee.® |

“The nevw eantion, thﬁnlra to the large irish ecmporent of its pop-
ulatison, som was popularly refered to as I\ibun', % name whieh has
persinted t9 % present day.

Hetuahen vas alsd beginning ¢2 attraet Guite a aifftreut\typlo of
resident. New Yorkers of affairs ~-- bankers, brokers, jouraaliasts,
artiasts --- wors discovering the Quiet eharm of the town, its nearness;
to New York viz ths Fernasylvania Rallroad, and a few came 10 Ketushen,
bougM homes and comemtoed §0 th;n ¢ity. ¥ithim the next two deocades
thie trend was t9 swell to . gratifyirng prowr‘tionu and win for Met~
nehen the label of *The Frainy Rorough.® | |

A1l of whieh was meat Pleaning to ths real estate fraternity whe

irrmedintely began casting sbout for ways and meamns t0 ao;olerato the
the

varisus streasws of inrmigration. One of these plans drew eomment of

Atho Fraeedonian:

It 12 snlid that a murber of parties interested in the ssie
¢f Re=zl Fstate arendving again to shange the nasme of sur egity.
They sry that Metuohen has an d8-fashioned and homely sounrd
whieh hindars the disposnl of preperty. Feople say *Hetushsn®
Te-Mighen, * Ng-two-ehinsg,” I ajint-a~touehin-you® "vhe ever
heard df sush a name, or of such a plase bafere?® "y don't you
have a better mare for i¢t? Call 4t Riverside, with no view, Biea
Alr & Glen Doyle, thXigh there may be 9 glen there, or lake
View, though there may b» no lake within miles, and I'11l duy
your farm and vilia plé@ts.® Dthers say that they 1ike a homeyy
suading name, that our 0l4d Indian titles ought to De shsericshed
and not disearded that it is a great advantage 4% 1ive in a pla~
¢6 that had no pther rivad in the way of a Fost Offies with the
:amo dcaigna:;oa,f::d that ths {anovation would De useless. ,
€0 many are e Eirnds Of rany men, and daw they will deeid -
29 be forseen. Tossibly as 3. have feur luhuy\gt;ni h'%u: 3::001
already, ard perhaps four undred im the United Statss, they will

"split the differenee” and eall the plaes Vashinmgton. Them every
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"hNte-manhad cottege ean be o *whitehuso,” ove;y tliackerith shop

a "patsat offiece,® sach grocery a "treasury building® and svery

rum mill a sapital. Farrah for Biver-cide,® Glien-side, Clen~
’ esdbbage,* or ¥ashingtoni® ~

The nare remained Metuehen. ’

The busimese section of town, centsred on Matr Street tetwoen
Azh oy Avermia and NiA4) esex Anﬁnc,;ru Phencuenally. By 18685 the New
Jor"f Gﬁutteor and dbusiness Tirs¢tory listed 37 manmes e>nDoaing lug
tuehen's bueiness sstablishrent. smonmg thon. were four grocers,twe
butsehsrs, three phyeicians, tws blaskemiths, feur lavyasrs, twe dry-
gocds stores, tve hardware stor:s, a barber,druggest, e¢sal dealer,
baker,restaurant, hofel, shoe store; and most indieative of the state-
ure Metushen had attatned, 2 nowapaper. | |

The first atterpt to establish the derough form of ;orcmmont'% E
for Hetueher decured early im 1869. Alth‘«ugh R9 raadrd of the faet A.
existe, 1t would seem logieal that the d.rh'q origixated with the
Villnge Improvenont Soeiety, fer the prepcsal vae‘ pushed om the basis: |
of relueing the exponse of gwaramﬁt. The firet {ndieatiom °f the »
novament appeared im i:ho Rews edlurmms im Mareh, and by xay' the Hew |
Rrunewiek Pajly Simsp remarked that "many pedple wﬁe had opposed ars.,
2oy in favor of baraigh goverament.® Figures were pras'onte_d whish |
showed how mieh cheaper borongh self-goverament would bas. Hetuehen
voted upon the Qucstion durirg the eane month and the pr"poul was
defeated by thz slie rargin of 45 votes, 250 BCG.~ It secems that the
detornining faetor was therpreposed berough lirits, whish ths diese~
sating 250 voters disliked, |

Birest kiYhting also entered inte the 1::56. and edns of ths bore

ough 1ncoéporation. That Question ocarme up defore the town eommittee
duriag the dboreugh sontroversity. It ssems that the town was being
1izhted with 041 iamps provided and maiatained by the Viliage Isp-;
rovereat Bosiety, and that the $ownaship somrittes determined to day
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o1t 1igtting Aistrictsand {iluminate the tesmshiﬂ ntcu. \coér;lilf,lyz :
1t 1ald =ut tm A1 atrietas and adverdised & mtien ’ta bs held on Nay
7 in 93ach A% striut %0 determing the ammiat of tax O ba raisad in |
2ach dietriat €2 suppdrt tﬁc system. ApPareatly Dietrist No. 1 vhich
ineluded Metush=n refused t9 vote and the toraahip emmittes oarriad
“a‘motion that €550 Ds raised im #h1t digtriet.

 Wherempon Netuehsm st3% up on {te hind lags. First the Improve=
reat 3cciety removed ite lamps from the stresty; whieh aceomplished
fothiang but inedaviniends fo Fetuchsa's rasidents; homever, it was
a sxtisfying gesturs of defiance. Nexy A.L.Corbia &ained a writ of
cartorari from the eourt to earry the yrocsesiings of the tewaship |
éomnittu t® the Mprems Coart. Cordin elnimed the" cormite eo had!lo
legal richt to undertake ths spplying of 1ight to the tewasmp.

The ecmmitise responded by giving matiee t0 the asseesor to
raise a spesial tax of §350 ia Lamp distriet N0.1 and emtering "eaid
notice ... on the book of minutes of the 'r"nohlp.' and paokad the
bmk of mimitas O0ff t0 ¢ownship ecuncii HR, ¥illis t9 help hi- ree
mir a defenas aga'ast Corbin'e euit.

Apparertly Corbim was right, f£or im 1894 the State passed the
negeesary lerislation and *ve, of ths Yomnship of Raritan undersign-
ed ,® resrectivaely requested "that the Township Conrittee Bheuid
divide the Township 1mto Lawp diotrid. e o o in ordar that the
Feople of Fetuchem or any other village . . . degirs to have their
strestsg lighted at their owa exypense, am opportunity may be offered
t9 them to vote oa the mibjeet.® The eommittes emactod the deeired
leginlation and offieial kerocaine lamps roplnnd the vplnutur arp=-
aratus of the Improve ment Besiety in Notuchu.

Tublie Utilitias
"As the century drew to a sioss, hewever, the ‘impending teshne-

degicaltwentinth esRtury begaate dump its gifts o-d its prodieme inte
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the lap of the towmship coumi.ttn.v Ko sooner had the kerosinme been
amm, ‘Ai sposed of that,uunu} light eompanies Dedieged the somm~
1¢t se tof franshioe to erect poles and LIGHT THL TOYNSHIT: AND ON THe
EIR'RKELS CAME NATER, Trolly, telsphene, and gas soxpanies.
By the ead of 1898 Metuohern was e9nneoted with Bonhamtown and
Few Rrunewick; amd with Terth Asd oy by 1901; Oa jume 5, 1899, as
evening fell Wetuehrmited blinked 2t the midden unacostomed glare of
elestrie bildbe in the s‘troits. The township had finslly eontrasted wt
with the Kiddlesex Electrie Compary for power; in 1800 the Niddissex
Company wae merged with a muder of others 10 form the Central Eleste
ric Compary whieh tufi4 ite malm plant ia Netuchem and mupplied the
surx-minding territory incluéing Ferth Amboy, Naw annhk; Rahway,
Round Presk, Dunellen, ard blloodbndxc. The soupany finally bevsome the
Fublie Berviee Corporation of U@ Jersey, and the ht_uoﬁen ﬁlant cont-

imied me the meim generating otatiom im thie seetion until 1932.

The telephime came $0 town iw 1897. Ths Kew york and New Jersey
Telephone Company petitiemed for permission te ifastall thenecessary
roies, wires and apparatis late ia '€68, ard a few moathe later the
ordinamce was pasued. By February 1800 am exehamge waa established
in the Hetushem Fharmasy t9 serve ths town's 5O subscribers. Eix years
letor the aurber had more than dsubled and 4% was necessary to reat
a rvex for the sxehange in the post eoffies Luliliding. At about the
nome time,ac:ordiag $0 the Home Nens: "Tolephome Cospany Yants Met-
uchent® ' .

The Fgw Yotk and Hew Jereesy Thlsrhone Company last night ap~

Plied €2 tha He®usham Roraush fancil for a blankst ordimanes

to lay subways and eonduits and to ereet more Poise and wires

in the tomn. : .

The Combmy asked far the risMt Of way &n every street on
2ho map and a 19t of strcets the miyor and Ceumeil never heard

L] . s

Twe yexrs ago the sorpany apriied aad the beraugh ssumeil
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turaét: it dowa. For five or six months the New York and Kew
Jersey Telsplone Company has been dunaing the dorsugh for small
telsphone bills of 40 eonts, 50 sents, 65 cents and 1ike anounts
fa palice ealls, and last might H yor Litterst grabbed several
of these, t0s3ed them to the elerk, amgrily, saying something
iike this: *Lay these Over Rere with that télephone ordinanse
::‘.tal these telephome peopie evme asking us to give them the to-
Throught 1853 and 1624 the New Brumswiek papers repeatedly sem~
nntqd on the lack of telegraph service ia Metuehen. Appareatly ene
eculd send messages from the"railread tewerfbut mon esuld be received.
Ho doubt the newspaper items were a refiesetion of tae sentiment n
the tewa. Thk» eampain was renewed during the latter year whea an off~
1ee was opened at the Femnsylvaaia Bailro“ statiea and "a yaung lady
Operater® plased im eharge. 4 single isolated referense in the town-
ship mimutes of 1866 mentions & ¢ applieation of the Festal-Telegraph
and Cablc'cmpavny whieh *was red and referméd te the Conneil for li-
struetions.® Nine yeras later the Home Nev g reported that ®ones therse
‘were threse telegraph offices in Mstushen, now there are nome.® Fer
®ary years A.B.Coraish has reprssented the FVestera Unioa ia Netushen.
Friday aight Mr. Coraish fired the Festera Uaiom eut of his plaece of
busimess and Netueben bas mothing but the Selephone,® But by 1908 the
Testera ‘Uaion was agaia déing business ia town. '

- Ths question of water supply eame up early in 1897 when the li_d--'~
land Fater Company app Aed for permission to lay mains and install
fire hydxi ats. The nesessary formalities were Quiekly 41 lpoud' of
and in Jume the town vﬂd and approved the arrangements. Thirty-
feaur twe-way hydreats ware instalied for the benefit of the recently

formed volumtesr fire sompanies. Later there was the inevetibie row
with the water eompary ever rates, bur it seems that Metuehen was
Rot rieh eadugh t0 earry om a preloaged fight. As early as 187

Netuehen Gas Right Company wae ineorporated with Truman Tiersea as
Agert. During the eairoversity over the Kerosine lamp distriets -
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The corpany offered to light the tom with ges, butshthing wac sver
doio abeut the prorossl., Fothiag, ix foet, esoms tO have beea done
about gas urtil 1905 whem malng were 1aid, snd eorrvet{ions msds wilth
the hénses. Fouir years later Netusbesm was ia eourt emeernizz rates,
axd again 1a 4314 (% eorplatned to tH¥+tTublic Utiiitien comminsioners,
pointivg out that Metucbew paid £1.35 per 1,000 feet while Rariten
Townahip Patd 90 cente. Stresagely encugh Trusan Flersom $e found
ieading the fightt agalzst the gae sorpady, and he is eradited by the
Xotuehey iireorder with winning ehearer rates for the borreugh.

82, by the ng Of ths samtury Xstuehsx, growan in populauda to
ovar 1,000, was supplied with every molerm #mveuiouoc, The roads,
thanks t2 the efiorte Of Netushen's bioyeling fams who danded togethe
&r as the h’ﬁuchea Fheclmen, had besn sonsiderably improved, i:d the .
town gewerniiy was in a fiourishiag state. MNetuehem was homored by
its om separate section {m the New Prumswisk Directory of 1899
whers i businessss were listed for the tomm.

The Homs Jiezp 0f 1825 t900k a moment 0 poke some fum at what 4%
cilled *Raritan Townghip's ¥atropoliam:s ;

They had ar enterteiement {n Fetuochen reeently and aorme fellow

vb> eiscps theres amd dida't mind a jore, not even om himgelf,

£ot Off the folloxieg dasoriptior of the pleasust little viiiage:
*Hetuehen s tvy piloe nortn of Boahamtowr and two wmiles socuth

Of Tumptown and two miles oact Of Hew Durhswm and two nilez weet of
Fenrlo Fark. iotuchem 1s vory cdatraliy loeated. The psOple of Me®-
uchen roka their living selling groceries 1O sashother. There ame
indusiries ia:Xotushsn except chureh faires sad ooacerts and a bi-
cyel? rerair shop. There ars s great rowvy girls in Vetuchen.302
maay, 1 thiak. Oace ir a while Ome Of them gets married, tut that
ORrly mekee 1% vorse. Meluchen grows very feet. ¥y gramdfather says
he can rezekber whea thare wera't more them mime-tesaths ag many
houses 22 there are now. ¥e hwve a elub 4r Vetucher. Farker ¥ait
tel®ga 0 1t, Ralph ¢o1bin Lelosge t0 3¢, Wat #ieon belonge %o 3¢,
Charlen Yinglizg balomge ¢9 ¢, 1 don't helopg tO §¢. Ze don't

have ery lighte iz Metuohen. ¥s Mave a light Comrissioner. fhem
they get thraugh 4ecifing, we are goimg o have ther. They will de-
cide veforo loag, I dor't thiak. Wo have two nerspapers in Metucehea.
Ome e Only for vedioines apé Ae2o7 Pews: the Dther {g for taseball.
The giris ia Ketuehex ride bieyeles and wear dioomers; soxe of

them arc =ut & elght, T sem't thin of ar
Setnenil ! n azytlieg murs t0 say sbout
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But ia 1900 the Home News put itself out $0 the exreat of send~
ing & spesial resporter to the "metropoiis® %o interview Johm L. Sall-
ivan who had oome $0 Thomas Amnenr's house in Hetushen t0 restore his
h#alth. Allen was Owner of the Coleman hause on Broadway im New York, |
and Sullivanm was mamsging "Dandids Inferao,® the restaurant ia Allen's
hotel. o

¥r. Buliivan was diecovered on the reir veranda of the houge
with a party of yaung men areund Mnx, ohuekling Over am artisle
ia the New York Fress whieh sas$d he had gone t9 Netushea to re-
duee weight with the idea of re-ente ing the ring.  The big fell-

9% 221d ® at whoever wrote the item must have had an extensive

imagination. He 1s very staut and would mnot be adle to got any-

where msar a fighting weight if he wotked all summer... _

<+« prosently Nr. Allen's hopefl son, a Loy of adbout sixteen,

rushed out of the house ard goumeneed hostilitiee. Hie mode of

ataek upon Mr. Suliivam would have Deen a revelation to Tom :

Sharkey, for he steod upon the veranda and threw himself at the

big fellow on the ground below. The eoxbat emnded with ¥r. Sulle

ivar ehaeing the Loy about the yard until -he sought defenece with
a garden rake and the fight was a draw... :

Metuehen Fegomes a Bersugh
Apparently the defeat of 1889 41d mot extimguish the semtiment
- for the boraigh form of ;avoruont. I% sust have smouldered Deneath
the surfaee, for im 1899 it gave fcrth_ a sullen glow 'h_n attempts
t0 revive the movement were agaim Xixled om the basis of the propesed
boriugh limits. PRut in 1900, with the 1imits extended, the drive to
establieh the borcugh burat into il flams. Se atreag didithe feel~-
ing grow that the Home Newy wae 1ed £9 eommeat: "It 100ks 28 if Net-
uehen wae going to de a.b‘crongh. Do the psople want it?*

Thieh secrms to indieate that "the people® did.nct know juet what
wvas going on. The Metushen RecoOrder of Jamuary 15th ammnouneed Guite
suddenly that "METUCHER WANTS TO BRF 3 BORXIGH, A bill fs ready td be
Inatrodueed In the Legislature,® and *alth%ugh the sentiment in the
village is not unaninmus, may of the best sitizens have signed for it
as xay be judged by the foliowing mames: Joha V.Comnor, ¥.V.lMeKensie,

.,
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JoLo'OG.’ Jro’ E-CQROJ.“d. EB.JQh‘-”' Chaas. Ayers, ’-E.Barlu‘d,
J.E.Ayera, J.A.Orimstead, Thorfin Tait, R.L.Nallory, ¥F.C.iyers, Wn.
Carman, R.B.Carbin, F.BR.Dara, Jr., B.Franeis Hay, 0. ¥.Reck, r_.c.xon,
George. E.Carmam, A.Clark Rumt, Franeis N.Mulinm, Fdw. M. Clark, H.A.
Carpbell, J.B.B8chenek, R.0. Araeld, J.Q. Hason, C.F.Underwood, H.C.Rich-
ardeon, J.J. . Reynolds, Geo. ¥. Litterst, Charles A.2immen, GCeo. Wil-
aoR, Chas. 8. l'e!ll'. LoRoEd‘lr’ c.ri“li-" K. rcr“t.r’ Nalter F.
Hook, C.A.Friskett, and Alex. C. Litterst.®
[

The Regorder poimted out ®the advantage @ a berough goverament
are xany and ite disadvantages are omly a few, but may ail de pronn-'
ted by a proper use 9f the powers conferred upor us.® It appeared,
however, that many Metuchemites did not want a borough and wore re-
pairing t9 degome voecal sbout it.

The opposition, acsording to ths Homg Newg eonsisted rrimeipally
6f Charles Fo90le. ‘ |

who seces 9 need for Rorsugh government there, Deomise he thiaks

its advocates are primeipaliy the mezbers of the Fresdbyterian

Chureh and the Metuehem Club. and, as he goss te meither . . .

he argues bitterly againet the borough goverament. It is hard

to believe that any intelligent mam would make sueh pleas. JNr.

Foole apreares t9 have done most 9f h o talking for the opposit-

ion. His contentioma aions arerediculous en%ugh t0 esarry the _

borough scheme to suscesa. WNe would be o impolite a3 the Newark

EFvoning News as t0 suggeat that Metuechem neéls a first elass~

fureral, dbut Mr. Foole certainly seems to be talking through his

hat. ~

On the 20th a large opem meeting was held with R.H Filson in the
ehair. Argumests for amd agaimst were heard and a resclutiss ia favor
was fiaally passed by 73 t0 50 £ and them made usamiacus. The bill
was iatrodused into the lsgislature soom after ud.;aooMili to all
reports, had a lively time "owing to the fast that ne mexder of the

legislature was a resident of thig vieiaity.® I8 fimally passed the

‘Huae early in March by 48 to 1 and woent t0 the senate, whieh quiekly
Fae2ed 1% by 11 te 3. The of fieial date, therefor, upon whieh Netushea
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bscame a borough was Nareh 20, 1900:

- The iahabitants of that pertion of fho township of Raritan, in
the county of Middlesex and State of New Jeresey, hereinafter set
forth and Cescelbed, are heredby oonstituted and desiarsd te be
a bady politick and edrporate by the mame of the Beragh of

. Uetuehea, and shall be governed by the general laws of thia state
relating to doroughs.

"hereufom the County Foard of Regietry set Nay 1 as the date
upon whieh Hetuchen's 450 voters might ehocse their borough ef ried-
als. Duriag the intervening period the Rerublieana and Demosrats
wsged their wampaigns. Them the ballots were oounted on May 2rd it was
found that Metuchem had E%ne Demdsratic in ite forst eleetion. ¥illiam
Thornal was elested Mayor, and the couneiimen chosen wers: Thorfia
Tait, Pdward Eramer, Frank F.Fiaher, Qeorze E. Xelly, C.r.VanSielen,
and F.¥.Clarkeon. ¥.T.Meidaxs was Collector, Pilliam Vax Sielen,
Assesadr; Thoras Rowlam, Justice Oof the FTease; and tX 4 Cozmisniomers
of Appeal were Juhm Bree, !llllam’;alnh. aad Samuel LaForge.

The firet meeting 0f the now governzent was held ian Robins Hall
on May 7th, amrd Mayot William Thormal eallied the neeting to order at
8:30 p.m. The business ofiorganizsing the goverament wae attaecked
briskly. The Mayor mominated Johm Robinson for elerk amd Frederiek¥.
Clarkeon for Freeideat of the Comneil: Doth elected irmediately. Thea
Themn a murber of eormmittees were appointed to attend_to the vailﬂnu
pPhases of botough government: a Finanee Committee, Ordinanes Commi ttee,
Street Comrittes, fater Committes, Light Comittes, Feor Comsittes,
and a Miscallane®us Comzittes. CeOrge B8.8ilser wan appointed Attoraey:
John T. Gedmey, Marshall: Trancis 8. Bohl, Oversesr of the Foor;

Lewis Pohl, Street Commissiomer; amd Joseph J.Noss, Sr. Resorder.
fith the governameat meatly departmeatalised, immediats problems
were takem up. Regular n;eting times were set for alteraate londay

evenings at 8 p.m. i Rbing Hall. Kelly, Xmamer and Tait were app-
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einted t0 meet & eormitteo from Raritan Towaship to *appraise, stite
an aoomat of, alloy and divide . . . a1l thc 2o%eysron hud, proporty.
assets and leans of every kiad, and all the indebetedness of sald
runigipality . . . And %0 take all Sther amd further steps necossary
and proper to earry iato effset the pro visions of am ast entitled 'An
Act relating to mewly orOutcdv Manieipalities.' . . . @

The esormittees of the twd governments met and an uﬁablo ai v~
ision of 1liabilities and assets affested.

#ith the 1ose of one of the most pofulous and wealthy areas the
| Raritan yownehip mijutes ook hit a aote of gadmess for ssveral noet~
infs thereafte?. The eatry af March 28 resorded aht resolutisa *that
Th Committee decms 1t wise and necess®ry besause of the ﬁparatlpn
of Metuchsn from the towaship to 1limit expenditures oa read aeecunt
far the curreat year ¢o the sum o7 88;500.' And Nr. SepPer was appoim-
ted a committes Of one ® t0 190k for a sultsble room, cutside of the
Rorough in which to hold meetings . . «*Despite whish, many of the
township'e meetings contimued tO be held at the berough's several
halls.

ubessguent meetings of the Metuchen sundil Plunged it headlomg
"$nrte the prodlems of gt , pewer, and trhaportuion whieh had eome
up in the Raritar Towaship eommittes., 1Ia addaition 1t was faced with
the task of Guiekly establishimg a franewdrk of law and order. The |
faurth mesting saw pasced the dorocugh's first aidinances dealing vl_‘th
the regulation of bicyeles, pdlorq and hawkers, the lieensing of |
shows sircuses, and the asteblishment Of *Fease and Quiet and goad
¢rder® in the borough.

The seal and entsiam for gotth; the dorough gournut ander

way was Dy mo menns eoaﬂud to the officially elested mexbers of ths
governmidnt. The women Of Metuohea umcduhly rallied to form thh
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Rorough Izprovemeat League whieh becane iz effeat a *Xt tehen eabinet®,
fnitiatiag muoh of the snlightened legislation and referme whieh have
 eharasterizsd the goverameat of Nstushen, - ' |

So well d1d the first mayor and eouneil do its jeb that Netuchen
re-eleeted them for a eesond tere. Nayor Thormal's message of thanks
and weleome revidwed the aecomplishments of the past year and poiated
the borough somneil®s poliey f£9r the 3oxmimg term. The xayor empha-
‘sised the importanee of a certatn and dependable insome and exhorted
the edunsil to give it ¢ "earnest attention® to the e¢ollestion of taxes.
Raritan Tomnship was sited as ar Sbjeet lesson in leniensy in finan-
eial matters "shere they have a delinguent list of sbout $10,000.°
The matters of aext importancs were the edndition of the street pav-
ing, and the necessity for mekimg the trolley eompany téo the mark in
living up to its odligations in the n;tto: of waintsnanee of streets.
The mayor coacluded hes address with, *when the history of Metushea
Boraugh eozes to be writtea i% shall be reid that ite first Ceumeil
was rarely ejualled axd mever exeelled.®

1a thie history of the Borough of Mstuehem let us pause to make
M2or Thormall an inmspired prophst. He was right; the mea who were
slected on b at first day of May thirty-mine years 2ge, faced with
the Aifficult taek of ereating amd estadbliahiag the fXindationas eof
governmeat in Metughem, did their job s0 well that $he betough has
f;ourishad and growa simse the first day of its bArth. Netuehem kaew
what 1t wanted -—— %0 preserve ix every the esential charaster of
the eemmnity moulded theagh 300 years by its fathers'and fathers'
fathers. It wanted its streets and hauses tO be attraotive, its nei-
ghb2re to be sdber, intustrius, and law-abiding. It did not want teo
be hemmed in by huige fastories nor erowded with Spg foreign workers

and lower standards of livimg whish factories would inevitably drinmg.
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lt 414 aot mepire t9 be a sseond Tatterson or Caudn. nor evem a Icu
RrunewieX, It spsaks well for the founders that Hstuchen has real-
i%ed its desires -~- Mgtughan ig today exaetly what 1¢ wanted to be
thirty-nine years ago whsn it starfeld en i¢s earfeer ae a boraugh.
This is ne mro:amr‘ grapes, £or nowhere ia the revord of Metushea's
activities % there any mmtion of organizationa to dbriag iadustries te
Netuchex, or to make attractive to any greu'p or elass excspt that
which Ketuchsn eomeidered desirable as Reighdbors. Comsequently dure
ing the early i900's thers were CARDALRE spOnsdred by the towm and
its realestate agents to urge business and % ke higher-paid wihite
eollar wo.rtoré of Hew York to establish their hanes in ¥studhen.

The drive to bring desirable r esldents tO Netuchen was muccess-
ful beyond thewildest draaxs of the moot 8 anguine for it ramltod ia
a large dlux of writers ar<iets, cditoro and journalfsts who in a
very short time earasd for Metuchea the Sobriquet of -rm Brahy
Borough.®

| The Brainy Borough

Metuehen had braims bdfore 4t bct_of& it was a dorough, homever,
It proeduaed dintinmiahd 80R2 and had ite acteworthy residents while
1t was 8%till nothing more than a erogsrdade Aha.mlot. Fzra ¥.Riat, for
example the 1%cal horse and bugy déator, beeare onpsof the founders
Of the State Roard of ﬁcalth in 1877, and was ita first seerstaty.
Farly Hetuchenites to attain ¥ho's Fhe 4x America were two 1ocal boys

who made good im the fleld of elueL#on ~-- Theodore Fitfied Hiat
and Henry Dallis Thompeom. Rath were bora ia the widdle Years of the
ninstesth eentury, both attended Frinceton, both pureued eonventional
eareers as schollars and pedagogues, becaxe professers at Priangceton
in literattire and Nathamaties T¢ spectively, and both wrote books aad
articles on thoir specilties.

For a RORODOly of Lraias and taleat ia one family. hosevar. tha
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Aldens have never DOsn surpassed in Netuchen. Heary Mille Aldem, de-
scondent of John (C:urtship of Miles Standish( ilden, came t0 Metu-:
chen in 1867 for a sdjourn of 44 years. At that $ims he wag managing
editor of Harper's Weekly, and s9%a hecame editor of Harper's Magazine,
& post whish he held unrtil his death in 1016. Inmatdition to his
elitorial duties in Few York he devoted eush of his time toward the
cultural improvereat of his hdopted Nometown, aidimg:ia establishing
the liberty and setively partic!patint in liberty and dramatiec act-
ivities.

Both his talented daughters sjared his interests inm promotiag
local eultural activities. Harriet Aidem became a sritie and teacher
of literature. S8he taught ia Metuchen 8¢hoo0le for a short tine, thea
tanght peychology ir YTrentom Notmal Sehool. Duaring her residence in
Yetuechen she entrrtained cueh writers as Fillfam nean Howells, Nark
Twaia, Fdward Yarkham, Lafoadio Hearn, aad Owem Bruster. #hioh doubt-
lese helpsd to spread thﬁ name Of Metushen in artietie cireles.

Harriet's pistor, Annie !‘iold-' Alden, was a tallented artist, dut
did =t achieve fame in her fteld. The Hew Brumswick Homg Hews 1igt-
ing Hetucherns ceiebrities of 191:3 euld fimd nothiag detter to say
Of her than that she hsd the"finest ¢ollsction 0f d0lg im the world, s

The Alden 1i%erary memrage was migreated by ida Foster Hrray, a
ninor poeteas 6f the day, who beeaxze Alden's second wife in 1900. Nre.

Aldem goatributed nrn'u te magaines and Rewaspape 9 and her work
was collceted in a slender vdlume salled "Flower 0! the Graes." One

of her dzughters by a former marriage, Aline Marray, married Joliee
Xilmer, BT New Brumewick's suther of *Trees.® |
In 1889 Metuchen besame the home of one of the eqintrys cqutstand-

ing foministas, Heater M.Faols, who was alsd a 'ritorIOf etanding, She
iike the 1ldens, Inmediately Deeanmg active 1in 1 eultural affairs,

e
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helPing 10 found the library,and $mmigurating the toma's firet 1it-
erary clud, '!'hcimﬂiot Haur Club. The Metuehen Rggnggez. of spril 26,
1826 1ist ed her "recent contritutisns to periodiemls® ae *"Cut Glasse
" ard Chrystol, and Husekeeping, Upstaira, rovnatairs, and in the
Lady's Chacber, which appeared in the March Desoratioaraad Rirzishor,
and the April Househdid Hews, respsctively.” Put these were cbvicug-
ly potboilers, for Hester Ta0le's intereets were in 00cisl amd 080=
aonic matters as they related $0 women. She had worked thraugh her
1ife with Susan R.anthomy, Franees Tllard, Tlizsbeth Cody Stanton
and Ciara Parton imn their fight £or women's rights. Her serious
uriting waz in poetry, and literary eritiefsm.

One of the moagt amisixg opisodn'ln ue._tu"eho"i‘?i;histery,vaa the
way in which Mary Tlikias Fresman came to town. Charles Freeman, a
local physician, was courting the novelist, then Hary E, wilkins, and
it sesms that the path of tme love was not very smooth. The iag amd
ute of the varius ramificatione of their tortucus affalr furnished
local and =metropolitan mewgpapers matsrial for a aumber of furay fea-
ture;atories. |

The Home Nexg was dovicuely in a feg, and very mervius about it:
here was 2 patioaal oolebrity abouyt to marry a loeal boy and the New
Frunswick paper did aot want ths etory to get eway from it. On June
14, 1901 1t reported that there was *a reaewal here of ths rumor that
Pr. Charlies ¥.Freemam and Mies Mary F.¥ilkins, the rovelist, to whom
he had beer engagen £or gome time, had been mrried recently,® and
were about to set up hlusekeeping in Hetuchea. The rumer, the Hopg
Hers polated out, was undeubtedly emoed by the fact that Xiss Milke
ims had just cbaciuded a visit at the Freevans sad the deotor had
accogpani ¢l her whes she departed. The Freemaa sicters 'dnied vig~
orcusly that tﬁero had beex any marriage.® A.

Three daya later the Homg Hews sneeringly .ém.ltcd that the Nesw
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York papers "have had the etuple engaged, married, and separated sew=
eral times,” and Quoted from the New York ¥orid:

Is yary E. W"ilkims, the novelist, going t0 marry Dr. Charles N.
Freoman or 1sn't she?! His frieads at MeSuchen ¥.J., d0 mot know
and her frieads at Ramdolph, ¥aes., do mot kaow, either. The
~wedding that was set for the first week in Jume didn't take
Plaes, and meither Nies "ilkine nor Dr. Fresman wauld them tell
th» reasoa. .

Metuehen soéiety has 19ngz sinee lost Antarest in the :wedding that

was 10 have been. Metushsn whispers adsut ¥iss Hikine' surreme

der Of her heart;.was mot altogether unecnditional. che wanted Tt

$0 finish a bOJk firat and she wanted Dr. Freeman t0 prove his
- undying regard. : S

The phyeieian wae ready to promies anythihg, but ¥iss#fikins Wa s

ndt satisfied, She visited Metuchea and heard how Dr. Freemam

smached a photographers show frame whieh somtained pieturcs of

hin and herself. He browa knitted whem She gossips t9ld her how
mush of a commotion it made in Quiet“Hetushen. .

In refution thse Home News pointed to the faet that the doeter was
going ahead with improvemeats "whieh he is making to hMs EAOPEStEK

| rsceatly 'wrohand huse where he utud.. to 1ive whea xarried. Met-
uehea folks semut the idea that ths wedding e Off." .

Taking its eue from the Woyid's bantering artieie, the Hows News
. exptioned $%9 mext story (July 34) with *FLEASE MISS #ILKINS,MARRY DR.
FRFFNAN},and apare the Herves of Mamy of Your Friemda.® The hext of
the story, however, merely quoted the New Yark Morming W.

Nise Nary ¥. ¥ilkins still delighting her New fmgliand audience
with her great comtimious performanes 9f h3ldimg her fiamce at

. arms leagth. Dr. Charles Freeman is anm impetuous lover, firy
and filled with ardor, but he eanmot break thrjugh Nies Nilkins'
foy indiference. . . . :

The telegraphs 1dﬁ was that the whole thing was a pub liolty‘
stunt for the fothheomimng Wiikims ook, with the good doetor aiding
and abetting. The Telegraph e¢omesluded ftnt fthe rublie is realy tired
of the lpvi affairs of the literary 014 maid, and the soomer ghe mare

ries the doetor and takes him cut of the rublie view the more Mghly
will the action De appreciated.® :
Yhieh was ia July. ind in Detder the Hoxe Newg, tired of ti»
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whole thing by this time, captioned a moeial Sten oomgerning the

dootor's visit to the Wilkimg home with R lareonie, *Dr. Freeman S8%ill

at It

It was not until Jamuary 3, 1903 that the pPapers wers able to re-
POrt the marriage. ¥hat had fimally brought the two to a desision &s
Rovbere stated, but the 3l-poaund eake the dostor bad wom at theyBor= -
Qigh Improvement League fair might very well have beem the desiding
fastor, for it took a promineat place im the feativitioe.

tho Jome Hewg metisulous reporter to the end, wae careful %0 in-
clude in ite etory the faet that on ths followiag wéraing *Dr. Free~
men wag ut bright and early . . . on a epirited mstang. Ia froat eof
the postoffiee the amimal becarme skittish amd tried to throw the rid-
er. Dr. Freemen got the amimal under eoatroll and kopt his_o_oat.
Then he wert ot his offies whers he oonduets his eoai and wood busie
nass.?® Or did the lin;mg_ Eews asetually uppx'a‘sliato the symboliism of the
svent? '

I1f Metughea heaved a wigh of releaf amd expested life 10 resume
ite normai eourse after the marriage, it might Just ao well have sav-
ed 1ts breath. It was aot lorg before the towa was in an uproar ua_h
=== Nra Fraseman'as aovel, *The Debtor.3 appeared, and Metuehem 1ife-
size, appeared im §t. '

METUCHFN AGXG OVER THX DEADREAT *GRHT. eluekied the Home News
of Mareh 8,1906. *Loeal Charasters Linked §ith the Fersonngaes in Nra.

¥ilkine Rook =-= Tvea Their Fletures im the Heraid Yoday.®

"ow ddea ahe Aars £9 2211 wa 8n03pera?t® is the inlignent ingue
ery of every widdleaged womam in Netuchen, whea anyone ma tions
ths last adval of their N3 ghbor, Hres. Nary Z. ¥ilkins Freeman.
One of thsm-has already ealled oa the mthoress for am sxplanate
1;3&. ':ha Yowa 10 1u a turmofi and the "typea® go about the

] l‘Ol S ’

The grocer, the milkman, ¢ e , |

othcf' aska;co as {hoy p:frex?a %%ﬂ%"%oﬁﬂm‘ha‘%hﬂz :SSR R h-
or by thermames whish they bear in *The D%btar ® oo for that ia
the rueh discunsed t o2k, :
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They are rather gratified tham otherwise, although the darder
objscts to the mutting Of a ciab camary im his shop and has take-
en down ths lasbrequia. ¥Nothimg will esgilate a feminine resi-
demt Of Netuehen mors tham to address her as *lirs. Les" Or "Nrs.
Van Dora,® or t0 rerark im a stage whisper: *Oh! they mst have
elegant wardrcbes and be very wealthy people indeed. This pdti«-_
coat 12 real imce, doa't yomu thisk ¢9, ¥rs. Yan Dora?l*

- ®¥rg., Ffrescam,” s1id oxe yeestorday, "had mo eall t0 say sueh

thinge as that. I thiak ite a perfect ehame. MNetuschen folke
have aiways minded their Own busgimese and begideg, they don't
take up with strasngers unless it ia for the gotd of the ¢mreh.®

And 80 furth, Metuchen, for a while, was exseelingly self ¢om-

scious. Foiks were afrald to ask "How are you? for fear of being bma-

aded

as erC0ps; women gave up using Russian Violet as a ealiing pcrf-

fume,? and forbore ¢O wiean their gioves with éanolilc.

Nevus
Gali

It was ia a subsequent article 4a the Freenkan d0odk that the Home
assaysl 19 ¢laseify MNetuchen s9siety whieh, imsieted, like all
was divided into thrae parts;

To begin with the tgprSet stratum, there are those who belong
either by iaheritan¢s or absorption to the sludb aet. Far ths pur-
ro9e of elansgification they may be knowa as the Ffirst Fanliee.
Hext oa the ladder of Xaowablsnsse ¢One those who only shine in
sewing cireles, ddating societics and at ehureh sosiables, dut
have BIpes Of higher thimga. Tag them as Nrinently Resroetables.
Finally there are those who demd for the:bread-they eat aamd the
roofs that shelter them upoa the work of their owa hands. For
thex there 13 n9 s0sial striving. Their place is fixed. They
xnow 1t. Metuehea xadwa them a3 the working olass, anl $heir
eyes have m3 uplift.

The storm blew 9ver,howsver, amd with every mew Freeria bosk Ned

tuehea ecagerliy l1ooked for i%self ~-- and was rrofoukdly disappointed

because it naver agaiz aPpreared in print. Mrs. Freeman sontimied to

bs a

sores of never-ammding diversion i2 Metuehen and her dsath in

1920, seven years after that of her msband, was a ' 9fcund shosk to

the eommudity.

A vear after the Freeman Narriage t¥Ps paragraph in the fore Nerm

hearaldad the arrival of Panother interesting couple” im Metuchch:

They are the Rev. Dr. f‘n'r*- T, @erron, who reprsseats the uwo ®
tyre T soaialist om the nar)rct. and Rkis n'lyp'cddcd wife, w
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whe Delieves all that the dostor says. They were married in
Kew York last Saturday evoming, and dispsneed with the usual
wedding vows, and simply t0ld their gueets that they were in
iove ard beimged to gaeh other, and had deeided upon a partaere
ship for 11fe. There were ministers pPresent, but they were on-
tirely surperfiucus as part of the ceremoay. 1t was all a very
monotinous préceeding until Riehard Le Gallnemnes, the poet,
¢alied foe whieky, and he got it. Dr. Herroa and hig wife are
to setthe down on 2 30-acrs farm mear Metuehen, whieh §s a wed-
ding gift, 80 the papers say, from the brides mether. Petwesa
this euple and the Wary E. filXins-Freaman pair, Metuchea asught
tobe a vory lively aens center this surwer. i

1f the Hope Hews attitude ssems narrow-niaded and provineial, ies
ths blame fall om the ilarge Metropolitan papers from whieh it teock its
cue. Herrom nal besmn a Comgregational minister of um9rt hodox views
anl radicle ieanings ia De Nofne , Iowa, where he won the friondphip
©f Carry Ranl, a wealthy widdom of liberal views. Herrox, although
xarried, fell in love with Nrs. Rand's Toungest daughter, Carrie and,
afier a loag meatal atruoggle, divoresd his wife and married Carrie
Rani. Then, as Marris Hilquit reiates it in *Leaves From a Pusy Life;®

» « » the wrath of publie opinion as represented by the golln
press broke upsn 4the heads o the euple. The elder Mrg Rand
had emabled her future eon-im-law to make generxug provision
for 9 first wife and the ehildrem of his first rarriage. The
faet losked ut ia the newspapers, eage for a groumd of atte
ask on the apostate rimister ans radieal revoluti onest, laungh-
od o reieatless eampaign of persssution against him.

“The rich ¥rs Ramd has bought the professor from Ms firet wifs
for her daughter,® wse ¢the hurdea af the eharge, and 1% was
reiterated with endless variations and elsboratioss ina stories,
editorials and eartooms. The nevly married Yuple were followed
at every step by horde Of mewspaper reporters asd photograph~
ors. shelr union was pudbiiely dencunesd from the pulpits. They
were 8%claliy ostracised.

The eouple were fing iy houmded out of the emutry. Before he
left ,hovewer, Herrom was imstrurvental 1a foaunding the Rand Sehool of
Scieace ir Nexr York, mamimg it after his benefastress. Mrs. Carris
Read. | |

It was during Nra. Freeman's sarly eareer ia Metushen, and pria=-
eipally becauas of the publizity ahe broughd 9 the toma, that it be=

gar t2 be enllied the Rrainy Borough. Just who origimated the tag or
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vhen 1t wmas first avpifed ecannot be clearly csieblished. The theme
nf !L;tgchan's draing, hovever, began ¢2 figure in the news by 1908
vhen ors who signed himgelf Commit er wrote £0 the editor Q' the Kow
Pruasvick Jimas & moetl enthrsiastiz Jotter econcorning Metuchen's
virtues aze & place 10 live. "the gosiety here im»s pariicularly coph-
isitvated, and Pup and e%wong ;" and has a very desided literary,
artistic and Juraalietie filavor.* The wrighter wenr On to mare
ranes amnd give detalls. Which, apparently, gave the editor of.thc
Home Newg an 1¢sa -— He sent & reporter 19 49 a etory on the artistise
colonay. The eapiiom was: ¥R RRJINS YOU Cj ENOT RRAT METUCHRA, gea-
luses, Tartieularly the Literary and Journalistie Kimd, fiourish in
the pretty Tom, ,ldem and Carvalho are eontrasting types, Lots of
Cilever womsn, ToOo. |

*The Rrainy medugh” i5 ths mams by whieh ¥etuashen is rapldly

beeoxing famed throughout the entire 2tate and while the fash

it 1s a centor of inteilactuality anl euiturs is well kndowa few

realise how extsnsive 1a the psrsoaal ef that justly remocuned

and assthatis ¢0l92ny across the Raritaa.

This story aleod namad namsesz amd gave details. yary ¥ikins
Fraemaa was odnoeded tO be the"topliner,” besmias her work "gommaads
a8 high a figurs aas the produat of any coatempirary Amerioam writer.®
Next om the Hing Jdevg rating was Henry Mlile Aldea, £0liOwed by Dore -
thy Richarison, ®"one of the younger merbera of the literary set . . R
2 novelsst, mgazine writer aad mewspaper womar of ao sena ahiuity.®
Kies 'ﬂhcharﬁsan's fane 2% ths romsat rested upon ths recent publicat-
i0n of "The Loag Day?" a story of*tadbrugrles of a girl wags-earaer
ia New Yortk." ' |

Filliam D;nnidd:lo, farewapaper man O0f world-wide reputatioa®
rarked aext for having besn &1§tor of the New York MYeranl, amd for

‘his work as a war eorsespondeat. appareatly he was the John Ouat her
o M™s day for he was eomsidered aa expert Or the Far East *Jist now

agalm In $he turmeil; his friends fear that he will De ealled %0 work
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iz that part of the world.® _

gdden's wife, Ada Foster Murrey, sleo received bigh ratimg, as
Gié hia daughters. Arna Lert, mm editorinl wr;ter for the Ladien
Moo Jairnal, axd drrie YeCollough whoawes bteloved ®im the mult] tude
d homes where the Youth's Coxpanion 1o a weekly visitor,® Hra. le
coiloughts hughand, $illiam MeCullough wrs"aa artiet and Ms land-
scapes ard picituree Of ehildren cormarded a high price.’

A150 im the colomony Abtie Underwnod busily designed *the wonder=
ful lithsomecreaturés you ses im the Surday Som's fashion News:®
charles VR2ikrer fashionel the ptiery whigh won Wm *Conpiderable
reaounr at ths St. Lauis Yorlds Fair,® while hie a0a Ledn gained "an
enviable New York repututioa®™ lesturing oa art. Uearty livd M.re.'
Harold Tait, "better knowa in Metropolitan artietie cirsles as Nima
q3rt,* ome 9f the formoat minfature painters in the sountry and wine
aer of mumerus firat prizes at the Asadsmy. Julla Bsers, $00,
paiated 4in Netuszhea. Her "ths Birseshes® woa firdt prisze at ﬁho Aeademy,
asd was a platitre of a graove in ¥etuchea. A mmber of othoer raiaters
of 1leeser caliber aieo praetised their art im the bokough.

Iz the years that fal1dwad, ths literary aed ar‘t, edloay gfet
ateadily. Teler BPOrroughs, lectursr ini esszyist, Werbert S. Nallory,
author (Texpersd Steel), amd ahost of lesser 1ights made their hoxes
ia Xetucken.

Ry 1014 the way ihvhieb Yetuehem flzunted its title0of *The Braiay
Porough,® secrs t0 have gothern on the merved of its meighbors. In
that year the Rloomfield Iadependezt Tross ¢hallenged Meatuchen %0 a
fight $0 the death for the title of Brainest Botough. FditOr Charles
R. Plunt someidered the Rorough of CleaRidge, Kserx coudty, in whieh

Rloomfield {a 1ocated, bad greater right to the titioz

A 1ittle harlet eallel Xetushen, down on ths line of th
e Te
sylvaria Railroad juet thig -m: of New Brunswiekx, holds th:..
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vroud titls of "The Bralny Rorauph". %e belileve that this bor-
ough ehristened itaelf thus oa the day whem Mary E. FRikins
raeman firot 1930k up her abxle thary, and thut the title hae
clung only as a result of the power of voeiferation. New if
ketuchen’s gole clulm £2 the proud t4tle i the faut that oage
day a movimg vam tramsportrd the household effeets of a lady
ovaliet there, tiw grounds for such cialw are desidiy Leger,
but if a few lesser Stellar lumimaries of some degrse of mental
attalisnients have staked cut thelr horestead alaims i Ketuchen,
we will grant her the title by reason of first elaim and preseat

Posessiom.,

However, there is 2 nibier title thut might be bestowed upon a
borough which shows simptexs of rumning to braias. This title,
*The Pruniest Porough,” we hercdy b entow ou Gilenkidgs. tO have
and t0 hold, unless Netuchen can present bettar cliaimg.

Fresumably, simae we huve dared to imply that Metuchea prossasas
less groy matter tham Glen Ridge, the Metuohsn Recorder, the

only weekly juraal of G e mighty zaatal Netuchsnites, wili has =
ten t° grab up the cudgoess gnd ongage uo in a wordy coafiiet. .

The fmul terms of the contest cnlied foe each paper to jubiish
sach week thenzge 8nd attainrents of one of its wextrl celebreties,
the loneer 1o Le the ore which first ram out of maxes. The Resorder
acsopled ths challemge and the fight was om. It started in Masdh and
dragad om 9opr eimowt a year until the Bloomfield paper ram out of

ramea and Yetuchen was deciared the wizmer. The soore im July 1514

etood;

Kauechen

feary M 2iden, editor of Hirper' Mugactine

Charles Yolkmer, csramic artist (deceased)

F.M.TCtter, principal of Voorhees Coliege, Veliore,Irdia
Gustave Lindenthal, eomsultiag enginesr and dridge builder
falter RFliliapg, director of Nooilworth Co. .
.8.Carvallho, manager of Herst publicatioms

vary ¥filkine Freemun, snthoriss

7illiamD,Stavens, 1lluatrator.

Glen Ridre

Edwa Mitehelil itor & o

i 1fdam“i‘. Sampaoi,.gear Adnggglfag.g.ggv?xrncnand)

Johasoa Martim, gemeral manager for South Anerica, Censral
Mot s Fxport Coxpeay

Clemems Herchal, Qoasultiag hydroiic emgineer

Ra&:srt Steriing Yard, editor of Cextury ¥Yagazice

George H Feardas, goneral attoraey, %estera Umion

Thowas L. Masom, Xditor of Life

Frederiek B.#illiams »artist,
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From this poiat om, however, Metushen began t0 deelins as a son~

ter of literary and artistie activity, uatil today it has no more

thar its fare share of ‘Ijl.‘lt personsages. lctﬁﬂchn'c mOost reseat
seledrity was S55-year 0ld Alfred Hatos who in 1933 alliowed M-iolt
9 be towed by the Seeth from New York te Thiladelphia. Hates sat
oR a motorsyele with a strap between his teshh, an antomdbile palled
the other end. MNetuehem turmed out im foree to sheer hin. oa his way
Sle traneit gloris Metuehen.

The Twentieth Cemtury - Folitieal Developments

As for the town 1tesif, 1t more thaa lived up to thi highbrow
colony in 1ts midet. It elested its first Repubiiean mayor ia 1903,
Alexander C. Litterst, who imrediatoly set t9 work to show what his
rarty eculd vdo for Ketuehem. Hailed as Metushen's "20th seatury
mayor,® he eoncentrated upoa organising polico proteestioa for the
eomrun¥ty, using the siogan *the tramps must go.* The eOAverganes
of the three raiiroads ia the borough had breught aa epidemie of hoho
jungles in whieh the tiekless travelers speat the time Detween traia
‘eonnestions. How Metuohem rid itself of thes umweleome transisats as
woll as how it handled the mutomcbile problem is told fully 4a the |
shapter Omn the Foliee departmeat. | . ,

The mewly formed poliee departmeat was Plumged ‘immediatly imte
ite feret ard omly labor dispute whieh was reported im the Homgq Newp
of Ostder 12, 1904:

' MANY HATIDEALITIFS GO on STRIKE
*Skinny O'Brian ¥ields Fiek and Srmall 8ised Riot Ensues at Netue-~

hen. .
"It seems that Negro 1ladborers were hired by the Middiesex Sater

Compary t9 lay maiams thraugh the borough. The menm struck for
rore wages. "They wanted 3L.65 fora mime hour day,® whieh smupes
rintendent Kellogg arramged t0 give them,® but, made a0 proxtees
as t0 how lomg this seale would eontizue.® The workmeam kicked

Or the wages, and they kieked on having Clemeat X.Corbia for a
superiatendeat, and #o Kellogz aml Corbin deeided to kik them out.®
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The kicking out haviag besn sompieted, the Water CObpakjiclimpl-
fatly brought 55 mngariand from Fords Coraer t0 work for $1.60
a day f£or 10 hars. °*Five Hetuchen Italians were also engaged
at the same pay and 'Skiany'! O'Briaz and several others of the
Yankee porulation were armed with piek and shovels.®

£11 would have beem well had mot the water ecmpany deeided
t0 give the Negroes andther shanee, resmployiang them at the rate
of $1.65 for aime hurs. Whea the men eompared aotes the riot
was Or, and "Superiathndeat Corbia looked arcumd for the talliest
tree.” The different nationalities talked and yolied and things
were vary merry: "Skimny® O'Biram had fouad sOme Himgariaa Hum
and it set Mm crazy. He grabed roeks and threatened to hit evry
Ramn in sight. 411 this rumpue was going O in froat of ths res-
idenage Of Chief Of Folige Fourall. '

Toreman Farrell imdused a ecuple O©f the menm t0 start work sagain
and 890n eries Of "acab® reat the air, and Buperintendent Corbia
wished the aezroes had ali, been left im Afriea. At this time
the pClies t0ook a hamd and the striXers were dispursed. Muaday
night leader JOhn Smith was still talkimg Strike.

Chief Pouratt lectured him and in a few mimutes Swith was found
guilty of disorderly eoaducst. The Chiel loeked Aim up.

Mayor Litterst speat the last year Of his wayorship heekling the
Feansylvania Railroad about wideaing the street uader the rajilroad
bridge o ¥aim Street. At the end of the year the Democwats Feeap-
tured the mayorality, elestimg T.F.Van Sielem.

One of the firet fruits of Vam giclea’s term was the enaoting of
the Filmont Ordizance, a blue law eonceraing Sunday elosing. Every-
thig but the drug stres were shut dowa, and they were allowed $0 sall -
oxly medisines by boﬁocﬂptia. It worked am uanecessary hardship
apor the imhabjitants who oomplained blittﬁrly. The ordinance was al~
10zed t0 lapse after a short time.

Nuring the sasuimg years the goverament alternated dDetwesn the
Rerudlicans and the DemOppats and finally besame almOst exelusively
Rumb;ican with mo apprecisble di fferense in the effieiemey 0f the
goverament. It fumetioned smoothly, always watehful of the eomxun-
ity's interests and quiek t0 eall the railroad, the water eoxpanmy,

the eleotrie and gas eSmpanies t0 asocunt whea their services 247184
faltered. By 108 the meed fOr larger Quarters ia whieh t0 etaduct
borough tusiness was manifest and a sommittee was appointed {0 ex-
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rlore the sud ject. Yhe immediate solution was the transfer of Lor-
cugh headGuarters from the Robims buiidisg to the asw bank tuilding,
but aight years later first steps toward duiiding the present dorough
building wers takea with the purehase of the piot upoa whish the bor-
ough hall mow stamds. |

Hotucher was rather disconsarted in 1500 when the Purem of Sta-
tisties of L°bor and Indn;try published a chart showing the e03t of
diving through the Statse. The tabulation was based on a Dill of goods
comalating of fifty uitlcln. and Netuehen was showa %9 have the
highest eost of iivieg in the entirs State -— $15.08 agatnet $11.17
whigh was the lowest figure. *HETUCHEN M4D,* th:' Reeorder anxcuneasd.
*Trozinent citizems protest against the State Foard whieh has adver=
tired Yolushen as a high prieed town for £904 smapplies.® Netuchea ;
ineinted that the reason was that theQuility of £00d was Righe than
elecware in the State. |

Deapite or beomise of whieh the business sestion fiourished
mightily. The first five years 0f the new gentury saw the opeaing eof
the towa's first bank (19C5), the imcrease of the grosery business to
five setablishrsin, and the arrdrval of two Dakery shops. Iz apite of
the onset 2f ths autozchbile age, there woere five blaqhuthn. two
ﬂviry stables and two haraese makers. The t0wn also boasted of mo.

l19as than four hotels in whieh an extensive a0eial l1ife wae earried -

"on. By 101C the businesgestablishnent 0f the edmeunity wan vittuallyy

eoxpletes --- every eomoeivabls type of businese was represented, and

the town was expletely nelf-suffieiont oeonOnieally.
In 1911 a mOvenent was ast o foot t0 seoure the ¢%urission form

‘of governmeat for tha boraugh. Ais the ﬁ-o for THS voting On the

Questioa aprroashed, *Tha hixhbron and the levbrows® dl-wnud the
Question and bLesame 20 "hopelessly divided ... that the decision of
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the balot box is awaited with iaterest.® The balot box decided
againat the eonrission from - - « 200 t@ 118. Both parties and all
ofrieohomon! were aguinst the change, while the sommiters were for
- §%. "im eleveath hour exagerated as tho ehange msaning s big inere~
age in the expense of rummumg ths horm;h goverament . . . alarmed
some Of th e Onhabitants and they made haste 0 vote against it . . .
It aleo said tht there was considerable money im use and that liquor
was alao‘uud to get votes against §{Overament by corxigsion.®* B0
said the New Rrumswiek Iimes. )

No other politieal developments Of eOmsequimce Occured nuatil am
akterpt was made im 1930 t0 have a eity manager govera the borough.

the ¥5rld ¥or proved a deep en0tiomal experienrse fOr lotv:cpon;
it was One Of that group of committees whieh had g%tual eontaet with
the war, for Camp Riritam wasestablished just cutside of the borough
1imits where Raritan Arsonal now is ia Boahamtown. plmost & er aight
the commumitys pomlation had jumped by several thousaad soldiers
and workera. Netuehem plumged wholsheartedly iato the orgamiziamg
hospitality, entertainment and welfares fasilitiss ard kept busy at
ite job Of mothering the s0ldiers through the war period. Feomomic-
;:gt;he eamp proved a boon t0 the tpwa, ereating a mild sort of pro "

in which © ¢ entirs dusinees ueglon and working population
shared. It alsogmsed the businsss distriet to Over-expaad somewhat,
ednasejuently the war yoears wors followed Dy a pericd of retreachanent.

After the war Netushea welsomed home its sors and affairs quiek-
ly sdttled down to their ascustomed tempo. The 1930's saw the imsal~-
ation of 2 swwage system, whish Opened up the way for the buildimg up
of the southern portion of the borough. The eastera side of Niia

Strest, prractieally uainhadited up to this time, also began to £111

with stores and dulldiags. That oido of the streest had long been
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part Of the Ayers estate aad had passed into the haadé of &tm

Robims who had keps the traet im tact throughout ths balames of the
rinsteenth and part of the twemtieth aonturiea.v ‘l'ho' Ulid hotels Imd
lonag since vamished sad with them had gone the harmess naku‘;,\ blaek=-
srithe and hickmer. The towa had its mutomcbile sgensies and garages
an? servics stations Instead. A small moying-pietdte ﬁmso at the
adrner Of Highlamd Aveme amd kain Street provided the towa's oaly
diversion. |

The eorrunity's dream of havimg a separate and speoelifie buliding
ix which 10 hause its gOveraneat was realisel im 1935 whea all joim-
¢l im celebratipng the Opering of the trim drick bOrm;h hall set in
its spacious inndecaped grouads. ' '

Boraugh goverlnent duriag this period, hOuovcr‘.' ®as 8lowly pro-
greacirg toward a firancial erievis. The tix rate ross; axi strsets
“warse in psrpetual meed of rapalr. Diseoateat with the handlinmg éf
the goveranent ros3e t9 the pIint where a stromg reform go srmment |
graw almost spontamecualy. It fimally channeled amd o ganized as the
Ton~-Tarti ean League for Rorough YKanager whieh was joimed by ths Tax-
ruyers' Ageosiation. - -

The drive ¢0 fefora Netuechen's government reaeiod ite height
early in 163C whea the required 348 :anoi t0 a patitiom for a -poehl
election wars sscured. From thie poiat om a full rsport of the pro-
graas 5f ths raform movazent wae oarried im the loeal aewvspapers, The
Matucher Reecorder aligning iteelf with the opposition to a borough
R agor. The Non-Fartisan Lzague, eshseQuintiy, had 40 depond upoa
Few Bruasyick and Ferth indoy foi' an iéﬁartnl precentation of ite
case. | N - |

The outoide papers \inaffuted by the heat of th:int ernal str-
ugegle proved admiradbly irmpartial reporters. Ths New Brumswick funday
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Tizes, for exarvpie, eummed up the gituation im this way:

Behimd Nejuchenr'as goverameatal uarest undoubtedly $s the Rorau~
gh's high tax rate. Fhile a . . . Mgh tax rate may a3t bde
synptogatis Oof 100se goveramwext, the 253 irdividuals who sigred
the petition, which ealls for a referemdum On the towa mamager
fam of government, prcoably feel they and Other recideats have
2ot beon given the improvements warreateld by the rate.

The Ferth Asb oy Evening Jows offered an analysis made by ‘laltor
J. ¥illard, field ropruntvatho of b e national sunieipal league)

#ith its i1oad of unpaid taxes, the jrastieal exhaustion of its
bonding capacity, and ite tax rate which reveals a g2t of goverm
rent almost three times tht of wany largsr placee, Netuchea 1s
paturally is a mood for self-oxarination. 11 the more bnocmes
the Guality of servies, as shosa by the small amtunt of paved
streets, puta £t 10s 4n the acale Of adminiatrative effioinney..

~ Two of the yuestiors voigced, the fear that if any chu;o—”“i‘- rade

4¢ would arsuat t0 a revolutica and that investment bankers might

adot 105k Xiadly on the bond iasue shortly to be fosrued t0 replaece

Re high iaterest temporary bonds now outstanding, that the dank~

ers wmight get the impression that Metushea was radioenl and »ot

a stable eorxunity. B

The fact of the matter is that %e iatroduetion of Pusinese meth-

ods ixstsad of political methais imto the logcal goverament makes.

imvestmant Lankers xors partial t0 the topde of eity managed

gities. Ti» uhiversal experienas is that such plasces can borro-w

xOney cheaper, for t0 a mamager the budget and the obligatioas

of yeara ahead ars t9 him as thg:maps, charts and oompass of a

sea captain, o

Miring bhe moaths of Marsh aad April $he reform forees busily ’
held mae:z mestings, heekxled the borough eommittecs with exbarrassiag
Questions and rallied the publie support dehind the _uonlnt. Farly
in N3y petitions were filed with the borough elerk requesting him $o0
e3ll a speeial elsetion oa May 37. Naturally the goverameat offieials,
and the Republisan party whieh was ia power, wishing to protest thaedr
jobs mad their ptiitieal machine, did ail ia their pow:r t0 throw
cbstieles in the  path of the reform group. Takimg adﬁtuo of the
state law which specifies that a special election may act de held
with four woeks Of a regular election, the borough elerk and the

borcujr euneil annduneed that the spesial eleation requested for May

37 e%uld ast be he1q #ince primary elestions wers scheduled for Jume 17
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The Noa-Tartisan League suatered Dy emploging a lawyer and app-~
1yimg %0 the cupreme Court for a writ of yandamg. ¥hile the Supreme
Court deliberated the sampaigm wemt furicusly om with statements aad
sxint er-ctaterents, mass nutius' for and rallies against. Timally,
or ¥ny 168 Suprsme Court Justice C.X. Farker direeted the borough elerk
9 show equss why a writ of mamdarmus should be granted. Both sides
appeared with their lawyers. Wesley Pemnor represeating the dorough,
and atiormeys A.L.Fine and Ceorge J.Miller representing the reforms
group. The court deeided in favor of the Hon~Fartisam lLozgue and the
eleetibn was orderd held.

As election day approsched the eampaign reached heizhts of Ditter~
negs never before arrcused on amy fscue ir the sorruhity. Kemnsth
Haley &ad Joseph Flymt, lezders of the borough mamager drive, carried
on a whiriwiand eampaiga in a last desperate effort to put over the r
refom meagure. The opposition,with a well eatablished and organised
mohine cuntered by fludding the town with literature. Onr May 28,
£or example, the Ferth Arboy Fyoning News reported:

Active oprogition on the part of the present munieipal goOvera-.
ment 20 the rejuest of the eitizens Of the NonaFartissm leagus
£or a changs in the form Of government was seen in a pasphlet
which was circulated abaut town Over the wesk end. 7hile that
paper was psid for by the "ademittee Opposed t0 minieipal mam-
ager form of goverarent, it was eozxom talk that the eomrmittee
waatr.ado up of offieinles 0w in eontnol ,of the borough govera=
MmMeAL . »
The wideesprsad distridbutioa of that npﬁlct hae rajised the ques~
tion: #hry should the dorough officials or boriugh employees
wage a earpaign agaiast the wishss Of the electorate? The noOa~
partisan league merxbers bdelievs that the ackive oppossion will
react in thebr favor, for i€ 1s one of th» fundirental lawe Of
the eountry that ths powsr Of gOveramsnt shall De §n uccOrdanse
with the voice of the pe Ople. - . '

And on e eve Of eleotion the Opposition issued still amother

eireular sigred by Hayor Thineas Jones and Cuneileman %1.0.BoOhlXe,
J.Malcolm Crowell Harry B.TFlatt and Beraard thittaedert;

It 1s inderd ususual \for sush a tyranie 90ndition in miemall
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peaaoful ciz1uaity 1like Ketuchen. Every eitisea,vdoter and tax-

payer will raise t0 the Osccasion and stremcusliyassist to protest

the officars they have slsctel tO represeat them by voting at ths

poles, May 27, 1950, against the adoption Of the ast.

pd o2 sleztion day Netushen's six distrists furaed cut ia full
foree registering a vots whish fell just sdort of the total of the 1
last general sleetion ~-= 1,850 ballots.

Two distrists voted for the boraugh manager, and the balanse de-

feated the maasure by a margia of 54 votes ~— 041 agaiast, and 889 far
Fhieh the Non-Tartisan League halled as a moral viotory, and which

‘seared the iasmuzbent Offise~holders iato eleaning house and rifomh;

the goverazent strusture. £0 Hetuehem Denefitted anyhow.

After the eiestion there was talk uion; 2 ¢ reform ranks of ear-
rying Oa toward amother sleoctioa twd years heace, bvut the reforzs in-
stituted by the' mayor amd euneil headed off popular support nd the
borough manager group lapsed into imastion.

Ia the regular eslestioa whieh eame in NOvexber the republicans

party was returned t9 power omnse more with Harry Kraver as tls ao0le

Demcerat slested. Ia Jamuary ancextemsive reorganisatioa was drafted

and put $m the form of am ordimance which repiaced the 14 eommittess
whieh had formerly earried om municipal business with ~tm-u seatral-
1%ed departreats: the Department of Fublice ldrk. was put in scharge of
the work formerly hamdled by the syreests, water, light, waste dhpo.t-
al,sewer and Borough Hall aommitfees; the Dspartzeat of Fublie Safety

was given the Yoliee and Fire deparimeats. Anrd the Departzeat of iAdms
inistration hamdled the detail of the finamee, poor, and ordinance

comrittees. "Fribadly Ome Of th e most progressive steps sver takes
by any goveraing %0dy in the dorough, * oomcntod' the Terth indboy

Yvening News.

Put ia 1933-33 the Temoerats ecartured the EoVeranent for thc fir-
st time ia about treaty years and Netushen rallhd bohhd the aew
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: Castuzy ~ ¥2.iitd gél‘Pg#Qa‘pmeatg
mayor and ¢dumi $See 12 halip get 1tenlf out of 4ts fimanelal difficul-

ti1ea. A group of $he e waalshy 1ababitasks exproiad willingacas

t> aubasoriba t2 an 1aitial loua, a plam for imstalment paynent of
bask taxsa was imatituied ard tholr payment sjurred by a sariss of
rap reallies in chdrehse, halls and the moviag ploture hﬂuﬁ addrsased
by formsr Libarty Loaa mruts men. *2pirit of Tar Osta’¥etushea Out <
of ¥iminelal ¥orass;® the New Drumawiek funday Yimes suzesd it up on
FeHmary 7, 1032, |

Fy thiz tixe the filll weight of the depression andtita attexdeat
préolema of relief and sufferivg axd unexployment fell upor the aho~
ulders °f the borngh’cmntt u; Ia 1921 the Metushs FoIrugh Coun-‘
eil hadbesa axoxg ths flrat governiag dodies in the State t9 raedg~
atize ite responsibilitien and appropriate 51,000 for direst rslief.
Py the winter of 1832, 3C0 nesdy !otucheai#ca wers O8 ths reilef
ral s aad 'the T2rsuzh his aoatrlhtgd half of the $15,000 nesded ann-
ually sver eimse. Iz 1533 ths horough sontributed the full amount
whem the 2tate fu 2hort. A4 eomplebs 'aecmn of the relief prodlem
f2 ixsiuded ix the chapter whieh dexls with the sdeial 11fe and on-
dttioeg 2 ths b2rsugh.

The Rerublieane avept bask iato prwer §n 1935, aad rezxaimed dur-
irg 1933, btut 11.19.!‘7 ths Dexocrats gained four prlaces on the odunsil
t> two for the Rerudbliesms. Ia additior the rase for the Nayoralitly
w23 eldsely ard bitterly fooght remlting iz a vietory for the Des~
oeratie eandidate, Charleeg ¥, Giger, by th vory an wargin of |
g2vsn vOtea, Ir.tg;ﬂclal the majotity of seven, whieh the ncwpnpufl
had report ed.'vas reduesd 40 w0, JoMm C. 2t2%¢Xx2l, the Rerublican
cirtidate, irrediately deranded a recouat. fShea the Flectioa Bosrd we-
" mt over the b&l}Ot 14 doudtful votes were singld out for judgment by
the eourt, #hich rmale thiage 190k brught for the Republiieams who had



HIS‘!TDRY OF BLI0CNER
vis The Tzemtieth Costury - Fojitienl Deveiopeenty
visions of wimning by 10 votss. Fhem Judge Lyoas fimally settled the
ratter Of the disruted dallots the suat #todd at a tie-vote ~— i634
for each. 4As a reslt the office was do;larei vaceat n_.nd when the
terr of lMayor Arthqr K. 11ipot expired On Dssesber 231. At that time
tba‘ predorinsntly Demosratie ecuneil Appointed Giger mayor for a Ome-
year terr. Ia ths eleetion of 1938 Oiger ran sgaim but was defeated
by Charles Taylor. #heresupon thers arose a miee legal poiat as 90
who was Meyor of Merushem -—— Giger who had been appointed for Oae

year from Jamuary,l, 1938 nr Taylot who had beenr eleeted. After a

brief tmpas the delema w# soOlved by Oiger's reeignation.

At this writing a dalanee o poser hagdeey struek. The ioundl
is almost equally divided between Derograte and Republieams. The
foliowing are the borcugh offieials: Charles Taylor, mayor; prisidiak
Fdmond F.Grimm, presideat of ths Rorough Couneil} ¥iliiam Fraser,
Eamond F. Grien, George E. Kelly, Charles F. Lewis, Fuyler Romanmd,
and Joha C. Ztoekell, eouneilren; Jimee F. Enox, elerk; A.Y.8tromg,
Ceorge Hahm, Joha Mae Lmehian, assessors; A.T. Strong, eolleetons and
treasurer, Faul f.¥eatom, reeorded; ¥.7.Buehanan, saginesr; Leon
Semer, ecuncil; Rev. G.4. lumphries, oversesr o poor; lMark leChesaey,
cresideat of the Board of Health; jlbert C. Gerber, presideat of the
Roard of Elueation. | |

Hinstoen -fmrt‘y finds Netuenen simply a larger versioa of tl»
Hetushen of 1D00, or evem 1870. The towa has grosa trereadously =——
but ia the same diresticm it took in the nimetesth eentury, thak of
a residential commting eommunity. Ho industrial developmeat o any
consequence has occured of is likely to oesur. The 400 somruters of
the early decades of this eeatury has growa t9o 650 today ~- 11% of
t he total _pomlatiol. | | ;

This group and ite famlies whieh, roughly, must be a Quarter of

-
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the pofulatisn of Metuschea hao always beem a prime fastor in the ego~-
axie development of the vomrumity, furnichibg a solid bioek of eom-
euzerse iR the upper drackets up\o: whish the retall bnohnﬁ of the -
torn oould aiways dapesd. It would sesm that thenfuture growth aad
development of !!etnthn dcpenﬁs urox the growth and uono'mc.}fhaalth“
of thia‘ group. ¥hax Xetuchen's cormmuters reagh the 1,000 mark, thea,

Ao doubt, _r;etucheu can ald nnrother Dioex to its business ssciion.



¢IROUILASY

1€30-175C Yotuchan was the shisf of She Ixdismg im this secliox.

1636

1870

i7Cs
i717

(=
’

17568
1764

-
~}
-3
[+73

1778
1784
i720
i7¢3
17¢3
1806

1807
1819

1838

18356

raniecl Filercos and aceociates mrcbuud lgnd from GOveraor
Carterst amrd nso:htts for the ut*lzmtnt of lomr‘d;e.
Fighty pusde ¢hu.g.ed nsaég.,

Jonsthar lushaw elizs Sirgletary sets up & riil or Faplack
Cresk. | | '
Ponhntcun-0gk Trec ros? surveyed thraigh Ketnehes.

First Mctuchen reeting huuge is erected ,zear the 1atgraeet-
ior of the Poahactown and jJoodbridge roeds.

Netuchor tuilde & larger ehurch. |

eiret sll=land etege routs rums froz Fthiladelphia té Jersgey
City via Fiseatawuy, Pomhemtows, and feodbridge. |

The allsmtnown Taverm on Murham Avesue nerves cakee anrd lroer
t2 Prirish and rebeles betwsen skirmishes. '

Battle of Oak Tree. ¥ashington vs. Cormwazliis and Howe.
Coppsr {8 diecovered near ucnlo Fark.

ivera' blackenith shop etands at Mnin and Chrietol Btreete
Metuchen clureh bacomes trndopendient at request of %oodbridge.
Ketuehsr beoumos a seperats votiang distriot.

Fzekiel Aysrsf hotel pump in morth Herushen gives misptmﬁ

its nane.

The origirsd ?runklin pchodlhouss 4a built.

Completion of Middleges-Fasex nad smboy-Boumdbrook Turapik-
esAthrOu‘gh Metuehen. Campbaii's ard Famptom's taveras degia
bugizess at jurstiom..

Lecia Thomag a'etablhh»o‘s Hetuehenr's first store and opems

kztvghen's first post of rbece &here.
Jamuary 0. Fresemt frubytu‘iu Cln rch is dedieatesd. First

traja puffe through the viliage smrauts to Kaw Brdaniak.
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1857

1866

1667
i870
1B73
- 1878
1860

1883
1886
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CHRIEOLOGY

 Thoras Vam Sislem Opems the Raritam Hotsl.

Lesosher 59, ?hel Reformed Chureh 43 6rgu1ud in the moraingj
ite gormerstone is laid ian the At ern9om.

Detidber 2, The Contenary Methodst Episcopal Chureh miui:u.
November 2¢. 8%.luke's Episeopal Chureh imsorporates.

©t. Joseph's, Ketucher's original Catholie ehureh, is bullt.
rebruary 22, 1870. hetushen Op;al ite Lidrary amd Keading
Room, | '

Mareh 17, Raritan Townghip is formed, fmeludisg Metuchen.
Fathan Robine builde nobine Hall.

The Lebhigh Valley Raiiriod paeses thrauigh toem.

¥overber. The proteetive Asscelntioa of Hetuchen 1g orgami-
ged tO maintain law and oxder ia the viilage.

Ostdber 30. the Metuvhen Imquirer, firet lowal aswspaper,

begins publieztion.

The Fagle HoOk amd padder Corpamry begims fighting fires.

May 25. loe eream, at reesOrable terrs, brimgs £5 Netuchem

4w¥e a nex gistroromic era.

1RES

1889
lea0

1891

1834

i897

Femzeyivania etation is tuilt at its preseat site. Maindtreet
digereetly under the railroad.

Metucher votes mot {0 become a borough.

Jine. The Bethel Afreiem Fethodist Eplscopal Clureh besomes
Kstucher's {irat Hegro ehursh. . :

The Thiladeiphia ard Reddinj Railroad adds Metuchea to its
itirerary. ‘,

The Yetushem Recorder bazi:ﬁ' publieatioa amd the Jaguirgr is
discontimued BOOA &fter. A tempprary poileceman keeps the
ptrests sale for womem afte dérk.

Yetuchea gets its first telophou and water service. The |

Saghington Hoege Cospany is Srganised.
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1398 The treliy coass tO tosx.

13599 Degcemer 21. The ¥dgar Claye Corporatica is fousdel.

1300 Narah 0. Metuchaw besomes a barsugh.

is01 Jume 44. The Borwugh luproscarnt League ¢rzanizes.

1802 Noyerher i?. The One-ns2 pdlice forse is aided and atatted

by a Vigtlamce Sosziety.
1308 g€t, Joreph's College 18 Opeped.
12CH May 25 Yrumae T. Fiersom distimguishea hivaelf ae t first
depositor in the ¥etuchpea Eational Baak.
1907 ¥etucher smcOurnges mot oriets t0 gO slowly amd movoheirs %0
go exiftly. |
1908 Apris 2. The Firet Raptist Church ogaaizes.
teptexber. The mex high school billdirng is cotﬁletad.
igle The Segomd Paptist Church is formed.

boviecs ia Towmn.

1914 Ths borough mcquires & reguiated pélics dspartsent.
814 kenishén pequires a nickelodecna. |
1618  The wiger Memoriai Echodol ie dedicated.

The trpirs Fioor and ¥all Tiie factory (aow need by the
Cesotex Corp.) is butlt. | o

820 Mstuchan aequires a postof fice dbuildiag (Fouar) and deliv-
ery service.

' 1031 the Matuchsa Review 13 starieé ut Gighland Tark.

16228 | Beptenber 17. The YUCA buiidin; $8 dedicuted.

1923 Degember 1i. Yhe New Hope Paptist Chvreh and the Chricta-
depphiam Church ars orgunizsl.

1234 The 009£& lce Creéam Compamy tuilds its faztory.

1835 The CHouroawsailh Bamk Opean for btuasiness.

1937 The Sushimgiom School is cowpieted. >
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Et. Fruncis Farodshiui 8cavoi ia 9peasd.
z-ugu‘:at; The Miséionar-jr Rioters ¢f Qur ledy 4f Afriea eatab- |
lishéd taelr oOzly U.3. bLrusch ia Hctuobu.

Tas Chuseh 90 Jema Chriat iz srganixed,

ietucher beodmes the firat soseumity $0 go to the rescus of
vha unimnidy=l with direck vk relief, |

The Ceidizx Corpuation rovex 1at9 towa.

Fork I8 etart=d Or the nexs Netuchem Fostof five.



2.

3.

"

10.

¥AP 27 MFIUCFIN
i668g=17:2
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(10eatioms, sises amd shapss of propsrty roughly approximated)
JOSHIy BRADLFEY; 120 =. 1670
To Robert MaeCleland, ¢. 1885
McC. €9 Gaver LOexhnrt, 4C 3., 1685 G.l.toxJom Comptoam 1691
HeC to Arohibald Riddell, 4Q 1, 1689 A.R. %7 Samiel Ayere 16923
¥eC. t7 HOhm Compton, 40 a; J.C. %0 lerael Thormal, 1715
I.7. $0 Flizem Rarrson, 1715.
Obedinh Avers, 130 s., 1670

N. 4. t2 Johm Ayers, 60 a,1685
QcAs %D famuel Ay2rs, B0 a, 1683

RICHARD FORTH, 150 a, 1670 |
R. ¥, to John 'orth, 60 a, 1693; Jo ¥ to som R. K. » 100 a, 1716
R. ¥. t5 Joseph ¥5rth, R0 o, 16233 Jo¥ to Johnm Shippy, 1698
J. 8. t9 Jogeph Crowell, 1_689 '
SAMIEL B4LE, 130 a, 1670
S.H. to Joseph Helden, e. 17C5
YILLI ¥ COMFTON, 60 a, 1673

- %.C. to Johm Comptonr, 60 a, 1634} J.Ca t0 Jomatham Comptonm,
40 2, 1627

JORN FL.eLIF, e. 1672
JOWN FIXE Jr., 6C 2, 1870
J.Fs to Rishsrd Emith, 1488;
NATHAN a¥PSTYR, 60 3., 1870
B. % to fobert Clemant, 1679; R.C. t5 Jodm Clement, 1600;
J.C. t2 Dbdediah Ayers, 1694; O0.4. to Samuel Ayers, ¢. 1695}
8. A. to Joseph Avers, a. 17013 J.A. t2 ¥Flipha Farker, 5C a, A7(®
IRAAC TATFEN, 130 a., 1870 | |
I.C, %0 Iaans Tanpen Jr., fO n, 1608

ARRAHAM T,FFEN? &, 1606

11, JDNATPHAN MUPTINT o, 1705

ia.

ELIAHARLTLTI®, 120 a, 16R%2
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eAMUEL MOORE, ibB0O a, 1669

g.K. to fhcmas:i(ooro, P0 a, 1685; Tal. tO Robert Gilgchriet 45 a
ézg'};to Johm Moore, 60 a, 1685; J.K. to Georgs Morria, 45 a,

17058; Jdele t0 Johm Les, 45 a, 17032,

TIDEAS FLOIKFIFLE, 240 &, 160§
JORE LODXESUAROEK, €0 a, 1654

JelLeIlvertox Croweli ,i67¢ 4
ARCHIRALD RINDALL, )20 a, 1666 (1)

In pOoseaxd da of Mlliar Shorp, 17086

H!GH TUBN, i€60 a, 1607

FLIKIX HIGGINZ, 55 o, e. LICE3

F.H t2 Richard £mith Jr. 1663; R.3. to Joka Fitzrardoiph, 1688
JOHK FITIRALDOLTH, €0 a, 1686

Nicholae lundie, 120 g, ¢. 1680

HeM. to gos Hiokolag, 75 a, 1606
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