
  



Sunday School Picnic (1937) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  



Metuchen’s Black Churches  

  

1923 

1891 

1928 

1909 



Bethel A.M.E. Church (1891-1999) 

First Black Church in Metuchen, Durham Avenue 



Second Baptist Church of Metuchen 

 
 

  



New Hope Baptist Church  

 
  



Christadelphian Church of Metuchen 

 
  



Metuchen-Edison Branch NAACP   



Woolworth Protests in 1960 

 
 

 
  



Metuchen Municipal Pool - 1967 

 

 
  



Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Statue 

 
 

  



Minnie Bell Veal (1907-1985)   

Educator & Community Leader 
 

 
 
 

  



Paul Bustill Robeson (1898-1976)  

Athlete, Lawyer, Activist, Performer 
 

 
  



Negro Leagues Baseball 

 
 

 
  



 

 
Walter Qualls 

(1938-1987) 
 

Metuchen’s  

First Black 
Councilperson 

 
  



Gardenia Emanuel (1898-1990) 

Community Leader 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

Sgt. Charles Lee 

“Charlie” Butler  
(1931-2007) 

 
 

Navy Veteran and 
Champion Boxer 

 

  



Perry Lee Letsinger (1903-1993)) 

Community Leader 
 

 
 
  



Sgt. George Rosco Conklin Smith (1886-1918)  

Soldier, WWI 
 

 
  



Sgt. Daniel Edward Robinson (1925-2013)  

Cpl. Austin Franklin Banks (1923-2021) 
Montford Point Marines 

  



 

 
 

 
 

Pvt. Queen Esther 

Moore Woods 
(1915-2006) 

 
First Black unit of 
the Women's Army 

Corp in WWII 

  



Gail Fisher (1935-2000) 

Actress 
 

 
 
  



Rodney Smith 

Designer, Entrepreneur, Musician 
 

 
  



Thomas Mundy Peterson (1824 - 1904) 

 
  



 
The End? 

 
 

 
 

Never!  



SO MANY MORE TO HONOR, SO MANY MORE TO COME!  

and… 
???? 


